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PKEFACE. 

This  little  work  is  compiled,  partly  from  "The 
Theology  of  the  Holy  Eosary,"  of  the  French 
Dominican,  Father  Chery,  partly  from  "  The 
Complete  Eosary  Book,"  published.by  a  Domini- 
can Father  in  England. 

Several  Eosary  books  have  already  been  pub- 
lished in  this  country,  but,  whilst  some  have 
omitted  very  important  matters  with  regard  to 
the  Dominican  Eosary,  others  have  confounded 
that  great  Eosary  confraternity  with  a  popular 
little  devotion,  called  the  Living  Eosary. 

The  Living  Eosary  was  lately  organized  by  a 
lady  in  France.  It  offers  no  bond  of  union,  except 
that  of  fifteen  persons,  which  bond  is  often  broken. 
The  Dominican  Rosary  comes  down  to  us  from 
the  thirteenth  century.  It  was  revealed  to  one  of 
God's  most  illustrious  Saints.  It  unites  its  mil- 
lions of  members  in  one  great  confraternity — one 
powerful  apostleship  of  prayer — enriched  with  the 
most  abundant  favors  of  the  Church,  and  sharing 
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in  all  the  suffrages  of  the  three  great  branches  of 
the  Dominican  Order.  Since  its  establishment, 
the  Dominican  Eosary  has  taken  possession  of  the 
world.  There  is  no  devotion  more  ancient,  there 
is  no  devotion  more  widespread,  there  is  no  devo- 
tion enriched  with  so  many  indulgences.  We 
know  of  no  one  eminent  for  sanctity  since  the 
days  of  St.  Dominic,  who  was  not  a  Eosarian,  and 
devotedly  attached  to  saying  the  beads. 

The  Eosary  is  a  solid  devotion,  most  pleasing 
to  God  and  to  our  Immaculate  Mother,  drawing 
down  the  choicest  graces  of  Heaven  on  all  who 
practise  it  with  fidelity. 

Dear  Immaculate  Mother,  it  was  to  increase 
thy  children's  love  for  thee,  to  make  the  treasures 
of  thy  cherished  Eosary  still  more  known  and 
more  appreciated,  that  this  little  work  was  com- 
piled. Deign  to  bless  this  offering,  which  is 
placed  at  thy  feet,  and  obtain  for  all  thy  children 
an  increase  of  devotion  to  thee,  and  an  advance- 
ment in  those  virtues  which  thy  Eosary  incul- 
cates. 


ST. 

FOUND  EE 


DOMINIC, 

OF  THE  ROSARY. 


The  thirteenth  century  saw  Europe  one  yast 
field  of  political  strife.  Innocent  III.  ascended 
the  Papal  Throne  in  1198.  He  was  destined  to 
behold  Sicily  deluged  in  blood ;  the  Germans  con- 
tending for  the  sovereignty  of  Lombardy  ;  three 
rival  claimants  for  the  sceptre  of  Henry  VI. ; 
Philip  Augustus  scandalizing  the  Christian  world 
by  his  shameful  life,  and  Spain  groveling  beneath 
the  iron  heel  of  Emir  Almanzor.  The  last  traces 
of  Christianity  were  now  nearly  stamped  out  by 
the  giant  power  of  Mahonietanisni  in  the  East, 
whilst  a  fearful  heresy  was  corroding  the  vitals  of 
France  in  the  West.  So  great  was  the  relaxation 
of  morals,  so  much  had  the  faithful  fallen  away 
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from  the  fervor  of  their  forefathers,  that,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Church,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  compel  them,  under  pain  of 
excommunication,  to  approach  the  Sacraments 
once  a  year. 

He  who  never  abandons  His  Church  came  to 
her  aid  in  this  hour  of  her  affliction,  and,  as  it 
was  through  Mary  that  He  redeemed  the  world,  so 
He  ordained  that  faith  and  piety  should  revive 
through  her  mediation. 

Among  the  great  men  then  raised  up  to  fight 
the  battles  of  the  Church  was  a  certain  Spaniard 
known  in  history  as  St.  Dominic.  Prevented  by 
heaven  with  innumerable  graces,  destined  to  be 
the  great  instrument  in  the  hands  of  Mary  for 
reviving  piety  in  the  faithful  by  means  of  her 
Eosary,  St.  Dominic  at  an  early  age  entered  the 
ecclesiastical  state,  the  better  to  labor  for  the 
salvation  of  souls.  Soon  after  his  ordination  he 
accompanied  his  bishop  on  an  embassy  to  Den- 
mark. On  their  way  they  passed  through  the 
south  of  France,  then  torn  with  intestine  strife, 
and  polluted  by  that  vile  sect  known  in  history 
as  the  Albigenses. 
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THE  ALBIGENSES. 

This  monstrous  assemblage  of  depravity,  sc 
often  condemned  under  the  various  names  it  had 
assumed,  lived  and  grew  in  Languedoc,  notwith- 
standing the  horror  it  excited  in  the  breasts  of 
all  Christians.  Its  followers  overran  the  south 
of  France,  pillaging  churches,  burning  priests, 
ravaging  monasteries,  and  desecrating  all  that 
was  sacred.  Kejecting  every  moral  obligation, 
the  Albigensian  recognized  no  other  principle 
than  the  denial  of  all  authority. 

Such  was  Albigensianism,  the  forerunner  of 
all  those  socialistic  systems  that  have  since 
cursed  Christian  society.  Missionaries  were  sent 
by  Innocent  III.  to  Languedoc,  to  convert  this 
degraded  people,  but  far  from  listening  to  the 
voice  of  religion,  they  awarded  to  some  of  the 
missionaries  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  St.  Domi- 
nic requested  and  obtained  permission  to  labor 
amongst  them. 

Day  after  day,  with  untiring  zeal  and  angelic 
sweetness,  he  tried  to  win  them  back  to  the  paths 
of  rectitude.  But  all  seemed  to  no  avail.  Then 
he  resolved  to  offer  violence  to  heaven. 

After  spending  the  whole  day  in  laboring  to 
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convert  them,  he  would  retire  at  night  to  a  for- 
est near  Toulouse,  where,  with  a  rude  discipline, 
he  scourged  his  innocent  body,  offering  his  blood 
to  appease  the  anger  of  God,  justly  enkindled 
against  this  people ;  whilst  he  poured  forth  tears 
and  supplications  to  obtain  the  conversion  of  their 
obdurate  hearts.  Day  after  day  he  continued  his 
preaching,  and,  three  times  each  night,  he  renewed 
his  bloody  sacrifice  in  their  behalf.  Still  heaven 
seemed  deaf  to  his  supplications. 

At  length  he  directed  his  prayers  to  the  great 
Advocate  of  Sinners.  He  implored  her  by  that 
sorrow  which  pierced  her  tender  heart,  when, 
standing  beneath  the  cross,  she  saw  her  Son 
expire  for  sinners,  not  to  refuse  his  petition,  but 
to  obtain  through  her  prayers  the  conversion  of 
this  obdurate  sect,  for  whom  her  Son  shed  His 
blood.    That  prayer  was  heard. 


ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  EOSAEY. 

It  was  in  the  forest  of  Bouconne  that  St. 
Dominic,  wrapped  in  ecstasy,  saw  the  Immac- 
ulate Mother  of  God  in  dazzling  brightness 
coming  towards  him.    Holding  a  Eosary  in 
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her  virginal  hands,  she  thus  addressed  him : 
"Be  of  good  courage,  Dominic.  The  fruits  of 
your  labor  will  be  abundant.  You  know  well 
how  much  the  salvation  of  this  people  has  cost 
my  Son.  He  does  not  desire  the  work  of  salva- 
tion to  become  useless.  The  remedy  of  so  many 
evils  shall  be  meditation  on  the  mysteries  of  the 
life,  death,  and  glory  of  my  Only  Son,  uniting 
thereto  the  Angelic  Salutation,  by  which  the  great 
mystery  of  redemption  was  announced  to  the 
world."  Then  she  explained  to  St.  Dominic  how 
this  devotion  was  to  be  practised  and  continued. 
"  The  earth  shall  remain  barren  till  watered  by 
this  heavenly  dew.  This  devotion  you  are  to 
inculcate  by  your  preaching,  as  a  practice  most 
dear  to  my  Son  and  to  me — as  a  most  powerful 
means  of  dissipating  heresy,  extinguishing  vice, 
propagating  virtue,  of  imploring  the  divine 
mercy,  and  of  obtaining  my  protection.  I  desire 
that  not  only  you,  but  all  those  who  shall  enter 
your  order,  shall  perpetually  promote  this  manner 
of  prayer.  The  faithful  shall  obtain  by  it  innu- 
merable advantages,  and  shall  always  find  me 
ready  to  aid  them  in  their  wants.  This  is  the  pre- 
cious gift  which  I  leave  you  and  your  children."  * 

*  See  Annals  of  Ord  Praed  Cent,  prima ;  Naples  :  1629. 
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St.  Dominic,  full  of  gratitude  towards  his 
Immaculate  Mother,  and  animated  with  a  new 
courage,  arose  to  obey  her  command,  and  has- 
tened back  to  Tpulouse. 


PROPAGATION  OP  THE  ROSARY. 

Before  St.  Dominic  had  entered  Toulouse, 
charged  by  the  Queen  of  Heaven  with  his  sub- 
lime mission  of  preaching  her  Rosary,  the  people, 
by  a  mysterious  summons,  had  already  assembled 
in  the  church.  Dominic  ascended  the  pulpit,  and 
proclaimed  the  devotion  revealed  by  heaven.  For 
a  while  they  remained  insensible  to  his  words,  but 
heaven  was  not  wanting  in  aiding  its  minister. 
A  violent  storm  arose,  the  church  was  lighted  up 
by  the  lurid  glare  of  lightning,  while  peal  after 
peal  of  thunder  rent  the  elements.  A  statue  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  now  displayed  motion,  one  time 
pointing  to  heaven  in  a  threatening  attitude, 
again  pointing  to  the  preacher,  as  if  imploring 
them  to  listen  to  him  and  obey  his  voice. 

The  obdurate  hearts  of  that  people  were  at 
length  touched.  The  victory  was  gained.  The 
Rosary  had  conquered.    Prostrating  themselves 
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with  one  impulse  at  St.  Dominic's  feet,  the 
people  begged  to  be  admitted  members  of  the 
Kosary. 

This  was  the  first  victory  of  the  Kosary.  In 
a  little  while  St.  Dominic  saw  his  labors  crowned 
with  complete  success.  Historians  tell  us  that 
he  received  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  of 
this  deluded  people  back  to  the  true  fold,  where 
alone  is  life  and  salvation.  The  devotion  of  the 
Eosary  soon  spread  through  France  and  Spain. 
Afterwards  it  was  carried  by  the  faithful  children 
of  St.  Dominic  over  the  rest  of  Europe.  Soon  a 
religious  revival  was  noticed  among  Christians. 
Wherever  that  devotion  was  proclaimed  the  peo- 
ple flocked  in  crowds  to  become  members  of  that 
glorious  confraternity.  Every  rank  was  repre- 
sented in  its  members.  The  popes  and  bishops 
exercised  their  influence  to  have  it  propagated. 
The  nobles  taught  it  to  their  vassals.  The  brave 
Simon  De  Montfort  had  his  soldiers  to  practise 
it  before  each  onset  with  the  enemy.  In  one 
word,  the  Eosary  took  hold  of  the  Church,  des- 
tined never  to  leave  her. 
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SPIEIT  OF  THE  KOSAKY. 

To  understand  the  Kosary  it  is  necessary  to 
comprehend  the  end  which  it  proposes  to  us,  and 
the  means  which  it  employs  in  order  to  obtain 
this  end.  Without  knowing  these,  we  will  remain 
ignorant  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Kosary. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Kosary  is  eminently  a  spirit 
of  prayer  and  contemplation.  We  are  dependent 
beings,  who  haye  to  rely  on  God  for  all  neces- 
saries of  soul  and  body.  God  is  prepared  to  give 
us  all  things,  but  requires  that  we  ask ;  not  that 
He  may  know  our  wants,  but  that  we  may  feel 
and  acknowledge  our  dependence  on  Him,  and 
pay  Him  the  homage  of  our  prayers.  "  Ask  and 
ye  shall  receive,"  says  the  Son  of  God. 

Prayer  is  necessary,  not  only  to  obtain  good,  but 
also  to  avoid  evil.  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter 
not  into  temptation.  The  man  that  prays  not  is 
like  an  unarmed  soldier,  engaged  in  deadly  strife 
with  a  bitter  enemy.  But,  to  be  efficacious,  prayer 
must  be  accompanied  by  meditation.  The  heart 
and  mind,  as  well  as  the  lips,  must  be  employed  in 
God's  service.  The  Creator  commands  us  to  love 
Him  with  all  our  heart  and  soul  and  mind  and 
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strength.  The  Kosary  meets  the  wants  of  the 
entire  man.  It  presents  us  with  a  vocal  prayer, 
which  descended  from  heaven,  which  was  taught 
by  the  Son  of  God  and  His  angel  that  heralded 
His  coming.  In  addition  to  this  vocal  prayer 
the  Kosary  presents  subjects  of  the  most  sublime 
meditation — the  grandest  Mysteries  of  Our  Holy 
Keligion. 


THE  NAME,  EOSAEY. 

The  devotion  taught  by  St.  Dominic  was  not 
always  called  the  Eosary.    It  was  first  called  the 
Pater  Nosters,  a  name  which  it  still  retains  in 
some  parts  of  Europe.    It  was  called  the  Psalter 
of  Mary,  because  the  entire  Eosary  contains  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Hail  Marys,  corresponding  with 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty  psalms  of  David.    It  is 
also  called  the  Ohaplet  or  Crown  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  each  Hail  Mary  being  as  a  sweet-scented 
rose  for  the  Crown  of  our  Mother.    The  entire 
Eosary  consists  of  fifteen  mysteries,  each  mystery 
containing  ten  Hail  Marys,  forming  the  Harp  of 
David,  whose  ten  strings  give  a  pleasing  melody 
that  rejoices  the  heart  of  the  Queen  of  Heaven. 
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THE  COMPONENT  PAKTS  OF  THE 

EOSAEY. 

Our  Father. 

Jesus  Christ  Himself  taught  us  the  first  es- 
sential part  of  the  Eosary — the  Our  Father.  This 
divine  prayer  contains  the  petitions  for  all  things 
necessary  for  soul  and  body.  It  is  the  abridgment 
of  the  Scriptures.  St.  Thomas  says  that  by  this 
divine  prayer  we  not  only  ask  those  things  which 
we  should  reasonably  desire,  but  we  ask  them  in 
the  very  order  in  which  we  should  ask  them ; 
that  in  teaching  us  how  we  should  pray,  our 
Lord  has  also  taught  us  how  to  regulate  our 
desires. 

The  devout  soul  first  utters  its  ardent  love  for 
God,  and  next  expresses  its  longing  desire  that 
the  whole  earth  should  praise  God  as  the  blessed 
do  in  heaven.  Then  are  asked  the  necessaries  of 
the  body,  and  the  deliverance  from  all  evils. 

Hail  Mary. 

As  we  can  present  no  prayer  so  pleasing,  so 
efficacious  to  the  Eternal  Father,  as  that  prayer 
which  he  recognizes  as  coming  from  His  adorable 
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Son,  and  placed  on  our  lips  by  our  beloved 
Eedeemer,  so  we  can  offer  no  prayer  to  our  Immac- 
ulate Mother  so  pleasing,  so  efficacious,  as  that 
salutation  which  the  same  Eternal  Father  placed 
on  the  lips  of  the  angel  sent  to  salute  her. 
When  first  that  prayer  was  uttered  heaven  was 
reconciled  with  sinful  earth,  the  work  of  Bedemp- 
tion  was  begun,  heaven  and  earth  were  filled  with 
joy.  Tertuilian  says,  that,  as  the  Lord's  Prayer 
is  the  breviary  of  the  G-ospel,  so  the  Angelic 
Salutation  may  be  called  the  breviary  of  Mary. 
It  tells  of  her  dignity,  her  power,  her  glory.  One 
of  the  highest  angels  of  heaven  salutes  her,  calls 
her  full  of  grace,  tells  her  the  Lord  is  with  her, 
not  as  with  other  creatures,  but  in  an  ineffable 
manner.  When  we  say  the  Angelic  Salutation 
we  fill  Mary  and  all  heaven  with  joy,  in  recalling 
the  sublime  Mystery  of  the  Incarnation  to  their 
mind.  Mary  revealed  to  Blessed  Alanus,  the 
devoted  child  of  the  Eosary,  that  in  saying  the 
Hail  Mary  here  on  earth,  we  imitate  the  angels, 
who  are  continually  repeating  that  salutation 
before  her  in  heaven,  filling  her  immaculate 
heart  with  joy  in  the  recollection  of  the  great 
mystery  which  secured  her  the  sublime  dignity 
of  Mother  of  God. 
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To  the  Hail  Mary,  as  given  us  by  the  angel 
and  the  divinely-inspired  Elizabeth,  St.  Dominic 
added  the  adorable  Name,  Jesus.  And,  since  the 
days  of  St.  Dominic,  that  Sacred  Name  is  pro- 
nounced with  adoring  love  every  day  by  mil- 
lions of  the  faithful.  St.  Augustin  says  the  Hail 
Mary  is  the  treasury  of  God,  whence  He  distrib- 
utes the  gifts  of  heaven  to  men.  St.  Jerome  calls 
it  the  tree  of  life,  which  resuscitates  the  dead, 
sustains  the  living,  heals  the  diseased. 

Blessed  Alanus  of  the  Order  of  St.  Dominic 
says:  "Heaven  rejoices,  the  earth  is  astonished, 
Satan  flies,  hell  trembles,  the  world  appears 
miserable,  the  heart  is  inflamed  with  love,  the 
flesh  is  overcome,  sadness  is  banished,  fervor 
increases,  the  mind  is  dilated,  the  heart  becomes 
more  ardent,  when  I  say  the  '  Hail  Mary/  "  No 
wonder  the  Saints  delighted  in  often  repeating 
that  divine  salutation,  so  powerful  in  its  effects. 

Holy  Mary. 

This  is  the  universal  cry  of  the  divinely- 
inspired  Church.  We  call  Mary  the  Mother  of 
God,  against  all  those  heretics  who  deny  her 
that  sublime  prerogative.  As  we  call  that  woman 
mother  from  whom  we  received  only  part  of  our 
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being,  that  is,  our  body,  so  we  rightly  call  Mary 
the  Mother  of  God,  although  she  only  gave  Him 
part  of  His  being.  Jesus  received  from  Mary 
that  sacred  body  which  suffered  on  the  Cross, 
that  precious  blood  which  paid  the  debt  of  our 
sins. 

Whilst  we  repeat  the  Holy  Mary,  we  are  mak- 
ing an  act  of  faith  in  the  humanity  and  diyinity 
of  Jesus  Christ.  In  calling  Mary  the  mother  of 
God  we  proclaim  to  the  world  our  belief  that 
God  had  a  mother,  that  He  was  born  of  a  woman, 
that  He  was  made  man.  Never'  will  a  child  of 
the  Church  forget  the  Mystery  of  Eedemption, 
or  lose  faith  in  that  keystone  dogma  of  Christian- 
ity, the  Incarnation,  so  long  as  he  practises  the 
devotion  of  the  Kosary. 

In  saying  "pray  for  us  sinners,"  we  acknowledge 
Mary's  power  and  our  own  sinfulness.  We  make 
an  act  of  humility  and  an  act  of  contrition ;  we 
do  not  think  we  are  worthy  to  address  God,  but, 
ask  the  purest,  the  most  holy,  and  most  powerful 
Virgin  to  intercede  for  us. 

Gloria  Patri. 

The  ten  Hail  Marys  end  with  the  Glory  be  to 
the  Father,  which  is  an  act  of  supreme  homage 
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to  the  Adorable  Trinity.  As  we  adored  God  the 
Father  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  acknowledged 
the  Incarnation  and  Eedemption  in  the  Hail 
Mary,  so  we  conclude  each  Mystery  of  the  Rosary 
with  the  Doxology,  thereby  proclaiming  our  be- 
lief in  the  Adorable  Trinity. 


THE  MYSTERIES  OF  THE  ROSARY. 

To  advance  in  the  paths  of  virtue  vocal  prayer 
is  not  sufficient ;  meditation  is  necessary.  Reli- 
gious must  meditate  in  order  to  attain  the  per- 
fection of  their  state ;  seculars  must  meditate  in 
order  that  the  great  truths  of  religion  may  sink 
deep  in  their  souls.  Indeed,  the  more  one  is 
exposed  to  the  turmoil  and  trials  of  life  the  more 
he  requires  to  meditate.  Jeremiah  says,  "  With 
desolation  is  all  the  land  laid  desolate,  because  no 
one  thinks  in  his  heart."  One  of  the  holy  fathers 
says,  "  It  is  impossible  to  keep  God's  command- 
ments without  imprinting  deeply  the  truths  of 
religion  in  our  souls  by  meditation,  and  causing 
those  truths  to  spread  their  roots  in  our  hearts." 
f  But  every  subject  does  not  suit  for  all  persons; 
some  cannot  meditate  on  certain  religious  truths 
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without  injuring  their  minds.  There  are,  how- 
ever, certain  truths  of  religion  on  which  all  can 
meditate.  These  are  the  Mysteries  of  the  Rosary. 
Those  who  cannot  soar  aloft  in  contemplating 
the  perfections  of  the  Deity,  those  who  cannot 
reflect  on  death,  judgment,  or  eternity,  can  sit 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross  and  meditate  with 
Mary  on  the  sufferings  of  Jesus.  There  they 
behold  at  once  the  justice  of  God  demanding 
such  satisfaction,  the  enormity  of  sin  requiring 
such  atonement,  the  loye  of  our  Redeemer  for 
us  miserable  sinners,  and  the  shameful  ingrati- 
tude of  those  who  never  think  on  that  sacrifice 
of  love. 

REMARKS  TO  OPPONENTS  OF  THE 

ROSARY. 

Two  different  classes  object  to  the  Beads; 
Protestants  and  temporizing  Catholics.  To  the 
former  the  Rosary  is  a  vain  repetition,  a  senseless 
mummery,  a  gross  superstition,  etc. 

What  God  sanctions  cannot  be  vain.  The 
angelic  hosts  continually  repeat  Holy,  Holy,  Holy ! 
Here  repetition  is  not  vain.  In  the  Rosary  we 
repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Hail  Mary? 
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the  one  put  on  our  lips  by  the  Son  of  God,  the 
other  put  on  the  lips  of  the  angel  by  the  Eter- 
nal Father.  Descending  to  us  from  heaven  and 
taught  us  by  God,  these  divine  prayers  cannot  be 
vain. 

That  devotion  cannot  be  senseless  which  has 
for  its  object  meditation  on  the  life,  sufferings, 
and  death  of  our  Divine  Lord,  in  order  to  love 
Him  more  and  to  imitate  His  example.  This  is 
what  the  Eosary  proposes. 

St.  Paul  says  :  "  Those  whom  God  knew  He  pre- 
destined, that  they  should  become  conformable  to 
the  image  of  His  Son."  Our  Heavenly  Father  says 
to  each  of  us  as  He  said  to  Moses,  "  See  and  make 
according  to  the  image  shown  you  on  the  mount." 
Kosarians  aim  at  conformity  with  their  divine 
model.  A  true  child  of  the  Rosary  labors  ear- 
nestly to  be  able  to  say  with  St.  Paul,  "  I  live, 
now  not  I,  but  Christ  lives  in  me." 

Nor  can  the  beads  be  considered  a  supersti- 
tious mummery.  In  Scripture  many  things  are 
found  which  to  the  skeptic  appear  superstitious. 
Washing  seven  times  in  the  river  for  the  cleans- 
ing of  leprosy,  rattling  vessels  seven  times  around 
a  city  for  the  purpose  of  taking  it,  striking  the 
waters  with  a  rod  to  divide  them,  raising  a  ser- 
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pent  of  brass  as  an  instrument  of  cure,  sprink- 
ling blood  on  the  doorposts  to  save  the  inmates 
of  the  house  from  the  destroying  angel,  these  and 
many  such  examples  might  be  regarded  as  super- 
stitious mummeries.  But  to  call  them  supersti- 
tions would  be  blasphemy.  In  performing  them 
the  children  of  faith  knew  they  were  obeying 
God,  doing  His  will.  Their  faith  saved  them,  and 
they  cared  little  how  their  actions  were  regarded 
by  the  unbeliever. 

Temporizing  Catholics,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  do 
not  correspond  in  sentiment  with  the  greatest 
doctors,  the  most  learned  theologians,  the  most 
illustrious  saints  of  the  Church.  They  should  fear 
discouraging  or  slighting  a  devotion  so  highly 
enriched  bv  the  infallible  Church,  and  so  much 
esteemed  by  God's  most  illustrious  servants. 
Eosarians  should  thank  God  for  their  knowledge 
and  esteem  of  this  heavenly  devotion.  They  are 
the  little  ones,  of  whom  Christ  says,  "I  thank 
Thee,  Heavenly  Father,  because  Thou  hast  hid 
these  things  from  the  wise  and  the  prudent,  and 
hast  revealed  them  to  the  little  ones;  yea,  Father, 
for  so  it  was  pleasing  to  Thee." 
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OP  THE 

ROSARY. 

We  have  seen  that  the  devotion  of  the  Holy 
Rosary  was  revealed  to  St.  Dominic  by  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  who  admonished  him  and  his  holy  Order 
to  preach  it  throughout  the  world,  as  the  most 
powerful  means  of  extirpating  vice,  of  convert- 
ing from  heresy,  of  inflaming  all  hearts  with  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  promoting  amongst 
the  faithful  the  practice  of  every  virtue.  It  is 
adapted  alike  to  the  learned  and  ignorant,  to  the 
cloister  and  the  world,  and  to  every  capacity,  the 
words  being  so  easy  that  the  most  illiterate  may 
learn  them,,  and  the  mysteries  so  sublime  as  to 
form  matter  of  contemplation  worthy  of  the 
highest  intellect  and  of  the  greatest  sanctity.  No 
Christian  could  slight  the  devotion  of  the  Rosary 
without  irreverence,  or  neglect  its  frequent  use 
without  serious  injury  to  piety.    The  whole  Ro- 
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sary  is  composed  of  fifteen  decades,  the  chaplet  or 
ordinary  beads- containing  fiye  decades;  each  of 
the  fifteen  decades  is  recited  in  honor  of  a  mys- 
tery of  our  Lord's  life,  beginning  with  His  Incar- 
nation and  ending  with  His  crowning  His  blessed 
Mother  in  heaven.  A  decade  consists  of  one  Pater 
ten  Ayes,  and  a  Gloria — (i.  e.,  one  "Our Father/' 
ten  "Hail  Marys/'  and  a  "Glory  be  to  the  Fa- 
ther.") Whilst  reciting  the  decade  place  before 
your  mind  the  mystery  honored,  and  pray  that  the 
virtue  it  particularly  teaches  may  be  impressed 
upon  your  heart,  and  that  the  graces  of  the  holy 
mystery  be  imparted  to  your  soul. 

To  perform  the  devotion,  as  taught  by  our  Lady 
to  St.  Dominic,  it  is  necessary  to  meditate  on 
the  mystery  proposed,  either  just  before  begin- 
ning the  decade,  or  whilst  repeating  it.  To  medi- 
tate is,  in  the  spirit  of  prayer,  to  apply  a  truth  to 
our  own  soul,  thus  drawing  out  of  each  mystery 
considerations  leading  us  to  love  and  to  imitate 
the  divine  example  proposed  to  us  in  the  mys- 
tery :  in  reciting  the  Rosary,  meditation  is  assisted 
by  selecting  one  particular  virtue,  and  praying 
for  it  through  the  merits  of  that  holy  mystery, 
in  honor  of  which  we  are  reciting  the  decade. 
The  following  table  gives  the  names  of  the  mys- 
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teries,  as  taught  by  our  Lady,  and  the  correspond- 
ing virtue,  as  suggested  by  blessed  Alanus : 

Joyful  Mysteeies — Spieit  of  Holy  Joy. 

1.  Annunciation  Humility. 

2.  Visitation . . . ,  Fraternal  Charity,  i.  e., 

Works  of  Mercy. 

3.  Nativity .............  Spirit  of  Poverty,  L  e.,  as 

opposed  to  Avarice. 

4.  Presentation  Obedience. 

5.  Jesus  with  the  Doc-  )  Love  of  Jesus  and  of 

tors . .  )      His  holy  service. 

Soeeowful  Mysteeies — Spieit  of  Compas- 
sion AND  CONTEITION. 

1.  Agony  Fervor  in  prayer. 

2.  Scourging  Penance,  i.  e.,   as  op- 

posed to  dissipation, 
gluttony,  intemper- 
ance, and  impurity. 

3.  Crowning        with  )  Moral  Courage,  i.  e.,  as 

>    opposed    to  human 
Thorns •  •  •  J  respect. 

4.  Carriage  of  Cross  Patience. 

)  Self-sacrifice    for  God 

5.  Crucifixion  ...]      and  our  neighbor. 
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Glorious  Mysteries— Spirit  of  Adoration 

and  Faith. 

1.  Kesurrection  .Faith. 

2.  Ascension  ,  Hope. 

3.  Descent  of  the  Holy  )         for  goulg> 

Ghost  ) 

4.  Assumption  Filial  deyotion  to  Mary. 

5.  Coronation    of  the 


B.  V.  M. 


Perseverance. 


MANNER  OF  SAYING  THE  KOSARY. 

In  reciting  the  Rosary,  the  name  of  each  mys- 
tery should  be  proposed  before  reciting  the  de- 
cade. Supposing  a  person  has  not  already  learned 
the  mysteries,  he  should  be  careful  to  say  the 
"  Creed  "  before  commencing  each  Chaplet ;  with 
other  persons,  it  is  optional.  The  beads  are  gen- 
erally made  with  a  cross  or  medal  on  which  the 
"  Creed  99  may  be  said,  a  large  bead  and  three  small 
ones,  on  which  may  be  said  a  Pater  and  three 
Aves  in  honor  of  the  Holy  Trinity  for  faith, 
hope,  and  charity,  and  a  Gloria  on  the  chain, 
after  which  begins  the  essential  part  of  the  beads: 
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the  "  Our  Father  "  being  said  on  the  large  beads, 
"  Hail  Marys "  on  the  ten  small  beads,  and  a 
"  Glory  be  to  the  Father  "  on  the  chain,  at  the  end 
of  each  decade.  Although  nothing  is  needed  for 
performing  the  devotion  properly,  except  simply 
to  name  the  mystery  and  recite  the  decade,  yet  it 
tends  to  piety  sometimes  to  give  out  the  mystery 
more  fully. 

Many  persons  consider  themselves  obliged  to 
commence  the  Eosary  by  reciting  the  Creed,  Our 
Father  once,  Hail  Mary  three  times,  and  a  Glory 
be  to  the  Father.  There  exists  no  such  obligation, 
as  these  prayers  are  not  contained  in  the  formula 
of  the  Eosary,  which  is  composed  exclusively  of 
the  recital  of  the  fifteen  decades,  with  the  medi- 
tation on  the  corresponding  mysteries.  The  other 
prayers  are  a  pious  practice,  but  not  necessary; 
nevertheless,  it  may  be  useful  to  point  out  the 
prayers  with  which  it  is  customary  to  commence 
and  terminate  the  Eosary,  when  recited  in  pub- 
lic, in  the  churches  of  the  Dominican  Order. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  etc. 

V.  Hail  Mary,  full  of  Grace !  the  Lord  is  with 
thee. 
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R.  Blessed  art   thou  amongst  women,  and 
blessed  is  the  fruit  of  thy  womb,  Jesus. 
V.  Thou,  0  Lord !  wilt  open  my  lips. 
R.  And  my  tongue  shall  announce  Thy  praise. 
V.  Incline  unto  my  aid,  0  God ! 
R.  0  Lord !  make  haste  to  help  me. 
Glory  be  to  the  Father,  etc. 
Alleluia. 

From  Septuagesima  until  Faster,  instead  of 
Alleluia;  Praise  be  to  Thee,  0  Lord!  King  of 
eternal  glory. 

The  First  Part — The  Five  Joyful  Myste- 
ries. 

(Assigned  for  Mondays  and  Thursdays  through- 
out the  year,  the  Sundays  in  Advent,  and  the 
Sundays  after  Epiphany  till  Lent,) 

L  The  Annunciation  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

II.  The  Visitation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary  to  her  cousin,  St.  Elizabeth. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 
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III.  The  Birth  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
isr  Bethlehem. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

IV.  The  Presentation  of  the  Child  Jesus 
in  the  Temple. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

V.  The  Finding  of  the  Child  Jesus  in 
the  Temple. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

After  each  fifth  decade,  is  said, 

Hail,  Holy  Queen,  Mother  of  Mercy,  our  life, 
our  sweetness,  and  our  hope ;  to  thee  we  cry,  poor 
banished  children  of  Eye  ;  to  thee  we  send  up  our 
sighs,  mourning  and  weeping  in  this  vale  of 
tears;  turn  then,  most  gracious  advocate,  thy 
eyes  of  mercy  towards  us,  and  after  our  exile, 
show  unto  us  the  blessed  fruit  of  thy  womb, 
Jesus;  0  clement,  0  pious,  0  sweet  Virgin 
Mary ! 

V.  Queen  of  the  most  holy  Eosary,  pray  for 
us. 
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R.  That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  prom- 
ises of  Christ. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  God,  whose  only-begotten  Son,  by  His  life, 
death,  and  resurrection,  has  purchased  for  us 
the  rewards  of  eternal  life ;  grant,  we  beseech. 
Thee,  that,  meditating  upon  these  mysteries,  in 
the  Most  Holy  Eosary  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary,  we  may  imitate  what  they  contain,  and 
obtain  what  they  promise,  through  the  same 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

V.  May  the  divine  assistance  remain  always 
with  us. 

R.  Amen. 

V.  May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed, 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 
R.  Amen. 

The  Second  Part — The  Five  Sorrowful 

Mysteries. 

{Assigned  for  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  Sundays  in  Lent?) 

I.  The  Prayer  and  Bloody  Sweat  oe  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  Garden. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 
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II.  The  Scourging  of  our  Blessed  Lord  at 

THE  PILLAR. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

III.  The  Crowding  of  our  Blessed  Saviour 
with  Thorns. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

IV.  Our  Blessed  Saviour  carrying  His 
Cross. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

V.  The  Crucifixion  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Our  Father,  etc.    Ten  Hail  Marys.    Glory  be 

to  the  Father,  etc. 

Hail,  Holy  Queen,  etc.  Same  as  at  the  end  of 
the  Joy  ful  Mysteries. 

The  Third  Part — The  Five  Glorious  Mys- 
teries. 

(Assigned  for  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays 
throughout  the  year  ;  and  the  Sundays  from 
Easter  till  Advent^) 

I.  The  Kesurrection  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 
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Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

II.  The  Ascension  of  Christ  into  Heayen. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

III.  The  Descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon 
the  Apostles  and  Disciples. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

IV.  The  Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin Mary  into  Heayen. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

V.  The  Coronation  of  the  Most  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary  in  Heayen. 

Our  Father,  etc.  Ten  Hail  Marys.  Glory  be 
to  the  Father,  etc. 

Sail,  Holy  Queen,  etc.  Same  as  at  the  end  of 
the  Joyful  Mysteries. 
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POPULARITY  OF  THE  KOSARY. 

The  Rosary  is  a  devotion  of  which  St.  Charles 
Borromeo  said  "  that  he  depended  upon  it  almost 
solely  for  the  conversion  and  sanotihcation  of  his 
diocese     similar  has  indeed  been  the  conviction 
of  each  successive  saint  since  first  the  Queen  of 
Heaven  revealed  this  devotion  to  the  Church. 
Bishops  and  parish-priests  throughout  the  whole 
world  have  vied  with  one  another  in  promoting 
the  Holy  Rosary  in  their  dioceses,  the  colleges, 
and  the  parishes  under  their  pastoral  care.  Foun- 
ders of  Religious  Orders  have,  almost  without  ex- 
ception,, either  commanded  or  earnestly  recom- 
mended the  daily  recital  of  the  Rosary.  The 
Benedictines,  represented  by  men  venerable  even, 
amidst  an  Order  so  glorious   in  its  traditional 
sanctity  and  learning,  speedily  adopted  this  de- 
votion in  their  ancient  cloisters.    The  Carmelites 
delighted  to  repeat  that  they  had  received  from  the 
Dominican  Order  both  their  later  rules  and  their 
Rosary ;  thus  uniting  in  a  double  bond  of  union, 
the  cloistered  and  the  Apostolic  Order  of  our  Lady. 
The  Franciscans,  ever  ardent  in  their  love  for 
Jesus  Christ,  made  their  rough-hewn  wooden 
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chaplets,  and  preached  over  the  world,  at  once  pov- 
erty and  the  beads  of  their  Immaculate  Mother. 
The  Servites,  inspired  by  similar  motives,  wore 
the  beads,  according  to  the  testimony  of  one  of  less 
their  venerable  writers,  as  the  best  badge  of  that 
servitude  which  is  the  only  true  liberty.  The 
first  fathers  of  the  illustrious  society  of  Jesus, 
taught  at  once  by  the  words  and  example  of  their 
founder,  invariably  propagated  everywhere  the  de- 
votion of  the  Eosary,  and,  like  St.  Francis  Xavier, 
who  generally  used  the  touch  of  his  chaplet  as  the 
means  of  healing  the  sick,  they  would  often,  on 
approaching  those  distant  lands  where  zeal  and 
charity  bore  them,  raise  aloft  their  Eosary,  and 
with  it  bless  the  strange  and  barbarous  people, 
who  were  to  be  conquered  by  that  love  of  Jesus 
and  of  Mary,  of  which  the  Eosary  must  ever 
form  the  most  complete  type.  St.  Philip,  called 
by  Popes  the  Apostle  of  Eome,  ever  stands  before 
us,  whether  in  history  or  in  picture,  with  that 
chaplet  seeming  to  belong  to  him  as  much  as  his 
miracle-working,  disinterested,  and  tender  char- 
ity. St.  Vincent  of  Paul,  when  training  a  fresh 
Order  to  win  souls  to  Christ,  by  considering  them- 
selves the  lowest,  when  so  many  delighted  to  re- 
gard them  as  amongst  the  highest,  specially  in- 
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structed  those  who  joined  his  Order  to  depend 
more  upon  their  beads  than  upon  their  preaching, 
in  Missions  to  the  people,  and  in  retreats  to  the 
Clergy  and  to  students.  Who  is  there  through- 
out this  country  in  whom  devotion  to  the  Rosary 
has  not  been  created  or  increased  by  the  disci- 
ples of  St.  Alphonsus,  Evangelists  of  this  later 
age,  or  by  those  apostolic  congregations  which, 
under  the  name  of  the  Passion,  etc.,  have  won  so 
many  souls  to  God  ?  In  the  religious  Communi- 
ties of  women,  amidst  the  almost  countless  vari- 
eties of  grace  and  of  charity,  we  shall  find  the 
old  Eosary  of  our  Ladylike  a  bond  of  devotional 
unity  amongst  all. 

Amongst  the  faithful  the  Eosary  has  ever 
maintained  its  place ;  other  rosaries  or  beads 
have  been  invented,  in  pious  imitation  of  those 
taught  by  our  Lady,  and  have  been  either 
condemned  by  the  Church  or  tolerated,  or  at 
length  permitted,  and  even  indulgenced ;  but 
the  faithful  have  ever  caught  the  spirit  of  the 
Church,  and  clung,  with  traditional  reverence 
and  love,  to  the  devotion  which,  taught  from 
heaven,  alone  amongst  all  presents  to  the  mind 
and  to  the  heart  the  entire  of  the  Christian  life. 
Who  does  not  remember,  in  early  days,  old- 
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fashioned  beads,  treasured  amidst  faithful  fam- 
ilies, as  memorials  of  times  of  danger  and  of 
persecution  ?  A  venerable  priest  who  lately  died 
at  Eome  in  the  odor  of  sanctity,  declared  that 
the  faith  had  been  preserved  in  Ireland  solely 
by  the  devotion  of  that  ancient  people  to  the 
Rosary.  The  venerable  Cure  D'Ars  declared 
emphatically  that  in  this  century  it  was  the 
Rosary  which  restored  religion  in  France:  and 
we  know  by  the  testimony  of  Saints,  and  of  our 
Blessed  Lady  herself,  it  was  the  preaching  of 
the  Rosary  which,  at  two  terrible  epochs,  reani- 
mated and  saved  the  faith  of  Southern  Europe. 


POWER  OF  THE  ROSARY. 

Succeeding  Popes  have  united  their  testimony 
in  praise  of  the  Holy  Rosary;  thus  Pope  Urban 
VIII.  calls  the  Rosary  the  "  propagator  of  Chris- 
tianity/' for  truly  the  preaching  of  the  Rosary 
spreads  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  the 
loving  and  persevering  knowledge  which  it 
imparts  to  the  infidels  .of  the  mysteries  of  Jesus 
and  of  Mary.  We  have  proof  of  this  in  the  flour- 
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ishing  Christianity  of  Tonquin,  and  of  those 
parts  of  China,  America,  and  of  the  West  In- 
dies, where  the  Eosary  preached  by  the  "  White 
Fathers,"  as  the  natives  called  the  sons  of  St. 
Dominic,  converted  so  great  a  number  of  idola- 
ters, and  kept  them  constant  in  the  Faith :  and 
ecclesiastical  writers  have  often  recorded  how, 
around  the  convents  of  the  "  Black  Friars"  (as 
the  same  Fathers  were  called  in  the  northern 
climates),  faith  and  devotion  multiplied. 

Pope  St.  Pius  V.  describes  the  Rosary  as  the 
"power  which  banishes  away  the  darkness  of 
heresy,"  a  title  well  attested  by  the  historical 
events  of  the  thirteenth,  the  sixteenth,  and  the 
seventeenth  centuries,  when  festivals  and  public 
monuments  were  instituted  as  memorials  of  the 
triumphs  of  the  Rosary. 

Pope  Clement  VIII.  calls  the  Rosary  "the 
protection  and  the  security  of  the  faithful,"  and 
alludes  to  the  victories  which  have  been  obtained, 
and  the  miracles  which  have  been  wrought, 
through  the  Holy  Rosary.  Indeed,  successive 
ages  have  united  their  imposing  voice  to  testify 
howr  the  Rosary  has  been  instrumental  in  deliver- 
ing the  devout  Rosarians  from  dangers  the 
most  awful ;  in  banishing  dangers  from  body 
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and  from  soul ;  in  healing  the  sick,  and  in  rais- 
ing the  dead  ;  as  the  Holy  Virgin  revealed  to  the 
blessed  Alanus,  "immense  volumes  would  have 
to  be  written,  if  all  the  miracles  of  my  Holy 
Eosary  were  to  be  recorded." 

Pope  Gregory  XIII.  calls  the  Eosary  "the 
appeaser  of  the  anger  of  God,  th,e  rainbow  of 
peace,  uniting  heaven  irritated  with  guilty  earth," 
and  speaks  of  the  hands  armed  with  that  holy  sign 
of  the  Eosary,  as  "  shielded  by  heavenly  armor." 

Pope  Gregory  XIV.  calls  the  Holy  Eosary 
"  the  destroyer  of  sin."  How  often  has  the  soul, 
abandoned  to  sin,  by  the  recital  of  this  prayer, 
been  saved  from  the  abyss  of  vice;  and  when 
sincere  lovers  of  souls  seek  the  conversion  of 
others,  to  what  remedy  do  they  apply  so  con- 
stantly, and  so  efficaciously,  as  to  the  recital  of 
the  Holy  Eosary  ? 

Pope  Paul  V.  describes  the  Eosary  as  the 
"  treasury  of  all  graces ;"  in  it  "  sinners  find  life, 
the  just  find  it  more  abundantly;"  the  contem- 
plation of  the  sacred  mysteries  of  our  Saviour's 
life  inflames  the  heart  with  the  love  of  God,  and 
raises  it  easily  to  the  exercise  of  the  sublimest 
virtues.    Devotion  to  the  Eosary  is  a  pledge  of 
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perseverance  in  good,  of  a  happy  death,  and  of  a 
blessed  predestination. 

Pope  Julius  III.  proclaims  the  Holy  Eosary  to 
be  "the  most  illustrious  ornament  of  the  Roman 
Church,  offering  to  us,  with  a  sublime  reality, 
those  mysteries  and  precious  stones  named  in 
Holy  Writ,  as  decorating  the  vestments  of  the 
Spouse  of  Christ/' 

Moreover,  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs  have  inva- 
riably applied  to  the  Eosary  some  epithet  only 
bestowed  on  objects  deserving  the  highest  venera- 
tion ;  it  is  called  by  them,  "  very  holy,"  "  most 
holy/'  "most  sacred/' 

Neither  can  we  be  surprised  at  such  commen- 
dations, when  we  consider  how  powerfully  the 
heart  is  affected  by  frequent  meditation  on  the 
Incarnation,  the  Childhood,  the  Passion,  and  the 
Eisen  Glory  of  our  Lord :  how  great  must  be  the 
benefit  to  the  soul  when  such  practical  medita- 
tions are  offered  up  under  the  invocation  of  the 
Queen  and  the  Mother,  and  joined  with  the  recital 
of  prayers  so  precious  as  the  Pater  and  the  Ave. 
The  Pater,  taught  by  our  Lord  Himself,  contain- 
ing the  compendium  of  all  virtues ;  the  "Ave,  the 
compendium  of  all  mercy,  inspired  by  the  Holy 
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Ghost,  and  first  pronounced  by  an  Archangel,  at 
the  moment  of  the  Incarnation. 


ADVANTAGES  OF  THE  RQSARY. 

The  approval  of  the  Church  must  ever  be  the 
guide  and  the  support  of  her  children ;  the  Indul- 
gences granted  to  a  devotion  are  highly  beneficial 
to  the  soul,  helping  to  shorten  the  penances  of 
those  in  God's  grace ;  they  are  almost  equally 
useful  in  directing  the  attention  of  the  faithful 
to  those  devotions  which  chiefly  the  Church  de- 
sires to  encourage.  Then  let  us  remember  that 
the  Kosary  of  our  Blessed  Lady  has  received  In- 
dulgences greater  and  more  numerous  than  any 
other  practice  of  piety.  Many  devotions  which 
have  received  great  Indulgences,  have  had  these 
partially  withdrawn  by  succeeding  Popes ;  whereas 
different  Popes,  including  our  present  Holy 
Pather,  have  formally  ratified  all  the  Indulgences 
that  have  been  ever  granted  to  the  Kosary  by 
any  of  their  predecessors.  We  see  these  Indul- 
gences increase  the  more  earnestly  the  devotion 
is  undertaken ;  thus,  supposing  a  person  provides 
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himself  with  a  Eosary,  gets  it  blessed  by  any  priest, 
and  says  any  day  five  decades,  he  obtains  an  Indul- 
gence of  twenty-five  days  on  every  bead,  besides 
the  Indulgence  granted  to  the  devout  recital  of 
the  Holy  Name  of  Jesus ;  supposing  he  perse- 
veres in  this  practice  for  a  month,  he  obtains  a 
Plenary  Indulgence  by  approaching  Holy  Com- 
munion and  praying  for  the  Pope's  Intention  on 
the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month.  Supposing  he 
gets  these  beads  indulgenced  by  a  priest  having 
power  to  give  the  Bridgetine  Indulgence  or  Pope's 
Blessing,  he  obtains  moreover  an  Indulgence  of 
one  hundred  days  on  every  bead,  applicable  to 
the  souls  in  purgatory.  He  gains,  moreover,  an 
Indulgence  each  day  by  simply  carrying  them  on 
his  person  through  devotion  to  Jesus  and  Mary ; 
also,  whenever  doing  so  he  performs  any  work 
of  mercy;  whenever  he  says  the  Angelus,  De 
Profundis,  or  recites  three  Paters  and  Aves  in 
honor  of  the  Holy  Trinity  and  of  our  Lady  Im- 
maculate; or  five  Paters  and  Aves  in  honor  of  the 
Five  Sacred  Wounds  ;  whenever  he  hears  Mass,  or 
visits  the  Blessed  Sacrament.  If,  moreover,  the 
person  gives  his  name  to  be  registered  by  a  Domin- 
ican Father,  in  the  Confraternity  of  the  Holy  Eo- 
sary, and  gets  his  beads  indulgenced  by  a  Domini- 
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can*  Father,  he  will  obtain  two  hundred  days5 
indulgence  on  every  bead,  Plenary  Indulgence  on 
every  first  and  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month  by 
confession  and  communion,  and  on  all  Feast  days, 
besides  a  great  number  of  other  indulgences  ;  and 
if  each  week  he  savs  fifteen  decades  of  his  beads, 
that  is,  the  entire  Rosary  in  the  course  of  the 
week,  he  obtains  that  week  a  special  union  with 
all  the  Masses,  Rosaries,  Prayers,  Alms,  Penances, 
and  other  good  works  of  all  the  Confraternity 
throughout  the  world,  and  if  he  dies  in  the  grace 
of  God — having  the  custom,  when  in  sufficient 
health,  of  saying  three  Chaplets  each  week — he 
obtains  these  same  helps  in  purgatory.    If,  more- 
over, he  wears  the  white  Scapular  given  by  Our 
Lady  to  the  Dominican  Order,  and  allowed  to  be 
worn  bv  all  Rosarians,  he  moreover  will  be  in  the 
way  of  receiving  some  of  those  special  marks  of 
maternal  love,  which  our  Blessed  Ladv  delights 
to  bestow  on  those  who  wear  her  most  holy  habit 
— the  mantle  of  her  charity  and  the  type  of  an- 
gelic chastity. 

A  Rosarian  can  sav  the  Rosary — the  common 


*  Secular  Priests  and  Religious  can  obtain  this  power 
from  the  General  or  Provincial  of  the  Dominicans. 
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five  decade  beads  thrice  oyer — on  any  days  or 
hours  of  the  week,  without  tying  himself  to  any 
particular  time. 


CONFEATEE1STITY  OF  THE 
EOSARY. 

St.  Francis  of  Sales  says :  "  Enter  willingly 
into  pious  Confraternities,  particularly  into  such 
as  are  most  productive  of  fruit  and  edification. 
You  will  then  exercise  a  species  of  obedience  very 
pleasing  to  God ;  for  although  such  Confraterni- 
ties are  not  commanded,  they  are  recommended 
by  the  Church,  which,  to  testify  approbation  of 
them,  grants  Indulgences  and  other  privileges  to 
the  Associates.  Besides,  it  is  always  a  great  act  • 
of  charity  to  associate  and  co-operate  with  others 
in  good  designs,  and  God  is  more  glorified  by  our 
union  and  co-operation  with  our  brethren  and 
neighbors  in  piety  and  good  works." 

The  Confraternity  of  the  Most  Holy  Eosary, 
founded  by  St.  Dominic,  is  the  most  ancient  and 
universal  in  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  faithful  join  it  by  giving  their  names 
to  be  registered  at  any  Dominican  church,  or 
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other  place  where  the  Confraternity  has  been 
duly  established.  The  members  thus  registered 
undertake  to  say,  in  the  course  of  each  week,  the 
entire  Eosary  of  fifteen  decades ;  thus  practising 
each  week  a  devotion  taught  by  our  Lady  her- 
self ;  an  admirable  method  of  meditation  on  the 
Incarnation,  the  Life,  the  Passion,  the  Eisen 
G-lory,  and  the  Virtues  of  our  Lord ;  and  uniting 
with  this  mental  prayer  a  devotion  to  our  Lady, 
the  most  approved  and  the  most  richly  indul- 
genced.  For  hundreds  of  years  this  vast  Con- 
fraternity has  literally  embraced  the  wrorld.  The 
Eosary,  which  is  the  G-ospel  meditated,  as  well  as 
the  sweetest  hymn  of  praise  to  Jesus  and  to 
Mary,  has  become  the  daily  companion  of  the 
learned  and  of  the  simple.  The  Eosary  has 
become  the  instructor  of  the  child  in  the  myste- 
ries of  Christianity;  the  consoler  of  the  afflicted; 
the  treasure  of  the  poor  ;  the  monitor  of  the 
rich ;  the  companion  of  the  missioner ;  the  prayer 
of  the  religious;  the  crown  of  the  martyr.  The 
Eosary  has  become  the  emblem  of  truth,  and  the 
type  of  charity.  The  Eosary  is  placed  on  the 
child  in  his  cradle,  and  on  the  aged  in  his  agony. 
The  members  of  the  Confraternity  of  the  Holy 
Eosary  people  at  once  the  Church  militant,  the 
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Church  suffering,  and  the  Church  triumphant; 
clothed  with  their  white  scapular,  they  form  the 
majestic  army  of  the  Queen  of  Heaven.  Sur- 
rounded with  the  prayers  of  her  children,  she  is, 
as  the  Tower  of  Strength,  hung  round  with  the 
bucklers  of  the  valiant. 

It  is  usual,  when  convenient,  to  admit  persons 
into  the  Rosary  Sodality  with  solemnity  at  the 
altar,  holding  in  their  hands  the  Rosary  and 
white  scapular,  and  receiving  a  lighted  candle, 
but  this  solemnity  is  not  at  all  of  obligation;  a 
person  can  be  in  the  Confraternity  of  the  Rosary, 
without  even  wearing  the  white  scapular,  by 
simply  sending  the  name  to  be  registered,  where- 
ever  the  Confraternity  is  canonically  established. 
Parish  priests  desiring  to  establish  the  Con- 
fraternity of  the  most  Holy  Rosary  in  their 
churches,  apply,  with  leave  of  the  bishop,  to  the 
Provincial  of  the  Dominicans  for  a  paper  of 
aggregation.  A  sermon  is  preached  on  '  the 
occasion,  the  Rosary  is  publicly  recited,  names 
of  members  are  received ;  a  few  of  the  first  of 
these  names  are  entered  at  a  Dominican  Priory 
as  well  as  on  the  local  register,  after  which  the 
names  are  entered  solely  on  the  register  of  the 
church  at  which  the  Sodality  has  been  estab- 
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lislied.  In  a  church  thus  aggregated  there 
ought  to  be  a  procession  in  honor  of  our  Lady 
of  the  Rosary,  on  the,  first  Sunday  of  the  month  ;  a 
part  of  the  Rosary  should  be  recited  in  the  church 
at  least  three  days  in  the  week,  the  mysteries 
of  the  Rosary  should  be  frequently  expounded 
to  the  members,  who  should  often  be  reminded 
of  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  the  Confra- 
ternity. The  registry-book  should  be  large, 
and  should  state  precisely  the  authority  and 
permission  for  the  establishment  of  the  Con- 
fraternity in  the  parish.  Should  it  so  happen 
that  the  parish  priest  finds  it  difficult  to  keep 
up  the  procession  and  the  other  functions  of  the 
Confraternity,  and  thus  should  desire  to  give  it 
up,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  send  all  the 
names  on  his  register  to  be  entered  at  a  Domin- 
ican Priory,  or  other  church  where  the  Confra- 
ternitv  exists.  In  a  church  aggregated  to  the 
Confraternity  there  ought  to  be  a  picture  or 
image  representing  our  Lady  giving  the  Rosary 
to  St.  Dominic;  or  at  least  the  image  of  our 
Ladv  should,  hold  the  Rosarv,  and  her  image 
and  altar  should  be  considered  as  in  honor  of 
our  Lady  of  the  Rosary.  A  church  aggregated  to 
the  Rosary  obtains  many  of  the  Indulgences  of 
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the  Dominican  churches,  including  several  Ple- 
nary Indulgences  to  be  gained  by  the  Commun- 
ion and  procession  of  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month.  Some  persons  confuse  the  old  Rosary 
Confraternity  and  the  Perpetual  Rosary  with  a 
new  and  pleasing  little  devotion,  commenced  a 
few  years  since  in  Prance,  under  the  name  of 
the  Living  Rosary.  The  Living  Rosary  is  quite 
distinct  from  the  Confraternity  of  the  Rosary, 
and  from  the  Perpetual  Rosary.  Once  let  a 
person's  name  be  registered  in  the  Confrater- 
nity of  the  Rosary,  he  continues  in  it  forever, 
unless  he  intentionally  and  formally  abandons 
it:  should  he  at  any  period  neglect  this  weekly 
obligation  of  saying  the  Rosary,  being  in  the 
grace  of  God,  he  obtains  his  share  in  all  the 
good  works,  prayers,  masses,  alms,  and  penances 
of  the  Confraternity  throughout  the  world :  and 
wherever  he  goes  he  shares  equally  in  all  the 
privileges  and  all  the  Indulgences,  excepting 
those  attached  to  the  procession  and  to  the 
public  recital  of  the  Rosary.  Whereas,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  Living  Rosary  the  devotion 
consists  in  fifteen  people  joining  together  for  a 
single  month,  each  undertaking  to  say  one 
decade  a  day;  when  the  next  monthly  ticket  is 
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drawn  the  person  ceases  to  be  in  the  devotion, 
unless  he  renews  his  ticket.  This  little  devotion 
of  the  Living  Eosary  has  encouraged  many 
people  to  use  their  beads  wTho  might  otherwise 
have  neglected  them  entirely,  and  thus  has 
obtained  many  blessings  on  both  parishes  and 
individuals.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a 
Eosarian  from  joining  the  Living  Eosary,  should 
it  exist  in  his  parish,  but  it  would  not  be  well 
to  confuse  that  devotion,  which,  however  benefi- 
cial, is  so  limited  and  so  partial,  with  the  great 
and  ancient  Confraternity  of  the  Eosary,  estab- 
lished by  inspiration  from  heaven,  and  which 
secures  to  its  members,  not  merely  a  single 
decade  throughout  the  whole  month,  but  the 
entire  Eosary  each  week,  with  all  the  advantages 
of  thus  systematically  and  regularly  contemplat- 
ing our  Divine  Lord's  life  and  passion,  praying 
for  the  virtues  which  He  practised,  and  offering 
these  prayers  in  union  with  so  many  millions  in 
heaven  and  on  earth. 

In  some  parishes  the  Eosarians  walk  in  pro- 
cession, clothed  in  white  serge  mantles  and  black 
collars  or  hoods,  and  form  a  body  outwardly 
distinguished  in  the  parish,  in  which  case  there 
sometimes  will  be  meetings,  offerings  received, 
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and  other  proceedings  like  those  of  a  guild ;  but 
it  should  be  remembered  that  if  a  person  has 
simply  been  inscribed  anywhere  as  a  Eosarian, 
he  obtains  all  the  Indulgences  and  union  with 
the  Sodalities  throughout  the  world,  without 
taking  part  m  whatever  arrangements  may  be 
special  to  his  own  parish,  and  even  though  he 
may  have  formally  withdrawn  from  great  public 
conferences  of  the  society.  Still,  of  course,  every 
Catholic  knows  and  feels  how  beneficial  to 
himself  and  edifying  to  others  it  is  to  conform,  as 
much  as  convenient,  to  parochial  arrangements. 
Often  Eosarians  form  sub-associations  united  for 
purposes  of  charity,  such  as  teaching  Christian 
doctrine,  visiting  the  sick,  distributing  pious 
books,  offering  prayers  and  masses  for  the  faith- 
ful departed,  etc. 

The  names  of  deceased  persons  can  be  bene- 
ficially entered  on  the  register  of  the  Confrater- 
nity, a  living  friend  performing  the  devotion  in 
his  name. 
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INDULGENCES  OE  THE  ROSARY, 

Granted  to  Rosarians,  extracted  principally  from 
the  summary  drawn  up  by  the  Holy  Congrega- 
tion of  Indulgences,  approved  by  it,  and  con- 
firmed by  Pope  Innocent  XL  in  his  Bull  "JSTuper" 
31st  July,  1679,  and  conformable  to  the  tabella 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Arch-Confraternity 
of  the  Holy  Rosary,  at  the  church  of  our  Blessed 
Lady  sopra  Minerva,  at  Rome. 

His  Holiness  Pius  IX.  has  confirmed  all  the 
Indulgences  granted  at  any  time  by  his  predeces- 
sors, and  in  his  paternal  "solicitude  added  addi- 
tional ones.  All  the  Indulgences  are  applicable 
to  the  souls  in  purgatory. 

On  the  day  of  admission,  on  condition  of  Con- 
fession and  Communion,  Plenary  Indulgence, 

If  Communion  be  made  at  a  church  or 
chapel  where  the  Confraternity  is  established,  if 
a  third  part  of  the  Rosary  be  recited  there,  and 
the  usual  prayers  for  the  Pope's  Intention,  another 
Plenary  Indulgence* 

Ox  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month,  on 
condition  of  Confession  and  Communion  in  a 
church  or  chapel  of  the  Confraternity,  if  there 
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be  one,  otherwise  at  any  church  or  chapel,  say- 
ing the  accustomed  prayers  for  the  Pope's  Inten- 
tion, a  Plenary  Indulgence. 

If,  after  Communion  on  said  Sunday,  a  chapel 
or  altar  of  the  Rosary  Confraternity  be  visited, 
another  Plenary  Indulgence. 

If,  on  the  same  day,  after  Communion,  the 
Rosary  procession  be  attended,  another  Plenary 
Indulgence. 

If  Communion  has  been  made  in  a  chapel  of 
the  Rosary  Confraternity,  and  the  Rosary  proces- 
sion attended,  another  Plenary  Indulgence  is  ob- 
tained, by  reciting  in  the  same  church  the  pray- 
ers for  the  Pope's  Intention. 

Another  Plenary  Indulgence  is  obtained  by 
visiting  the  Rosary  chapel  on  the  same  day,  after 
complying  with  the  above  conditions. 

Besides  these  Plenary  Indulgences  a  great  num- 
ber of  partial  Indulgences  are  obtained  by  any  of 
the  foregoing  acts. 

OX  THE  LAST  SUNDAY  OF  EACH  MONTH  a  Pie- 

nary  Indulgence  is  gained  by  those  who  shall  have 
recited  the  third  part  of  the  Rosary  in  common, 
at  least  thrice  a  week,  on  condition  of  Confession 
and  Communion,  and  praying  in  any  church  for 
the  Pope's  Intention,, 
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On  the  Feast  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  Kosa- 
rians  who,  penitent  and  confessed,  or  haying  the 
intention  of  confessing,  shall  visit  the  chapel  of 
the  Kosary  Confraternity  between  the  first  Ves- 
pers on  the  eye  of  the  feast  and  sunset  on  the 
day  of  the  feast,  will  gain  a  Plenary  Indulgence. 

If,  besides  complying  with  these  conditions, 
there  be  added  Communion  and  prayers  for  the 
Pope's  Intention,  another  Plenary  Indulgence. 

If,  on  those  feasts,  repentant  and  confessed,  or 
haying  the  firm  intention  of  confessing,  the  pro- 
cession be  accompanied,  a  Plenary  Indulgence. 

On  some  of  these  feasts,  e.  g.,  the  Annuncia- 
tion and  the  Assumption,  these  Indulgences  are 
more  numerous ;  therefore  a  person  should  always 
form  the  intention  of  gaining  all  the  Indulgences 
attached  to  whatever  act  of  piety  he  performs. 


Ok  the  Feast  of  the  Most  Holt  Kosary, 
the  first  Sunday  of  October,  all  the  Indul- 
gences for  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month  more- 
over, if  confession  be  made  to  a  Dominican  Father, 
another  Plenary  Indulgence. 

All  the  faithful  who,  repentant,  confessed,  and 
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communicated,  shall  visit  the  chapel  of  the  Eo- 
sary Confraternity,  between  the  first  Vespers  and 
sunset  of  the  feast  day,  will  gain  at  each  visit 
(toiies  quoties)  a  Plenary  Indulgence,  the  same  as 
the  celebrated  Portiuncula  Indulgence  of  the 
Franciscan  churches. 


Ok  the  Feasts  of  the  Mysteeies  of  the 
Eosaey,  Eosarians  who,  penitent  and  confessed, 
shall  visit  the  chapel  of  the  Eosary  Confraternity, 
will  gain  a  Plenary  Indulgence.  N".  B. — When 
Communion  is  not  expressly  named,  it  is  not  a 
condition  necessary  for  gaining  the  Indulgence. 

Eeciting  the  Eosary  and  visiting  the  Eosary 
chapel,  will  moreover  obtain  many  Partial  Indul- 
gences, 

Ok  the  following  days  Eosarians  gain  all 
the  Indulge  nces  which  wouldbe  obtained  by  vis- 
iting in  person  all  the  Stations  at  Rome,  on  con- 
dition of  visiting  five  altars  of  the  church  where 
the  Eosary  is  established,  or  should  there  not  be 
that  number  of  altars,  by  visiting  the  same  altar 
five  times. — The  Circumcision,  the  Epiphany,  the 
Sundays  of  Septuagesima,  Sexagesima,  and  Quin- 
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quagesima,  every  day  between  Ash  Wednesday 
and  the  first  Sunday  after  Easter,  St.  Mark's  Day, 
the  three  Kogation  days,  the  Ascension,  every  Day 
between  the  eve  of  Pentecost  and  the  Saturday 
within  the  Octave,  the  Ember  days  of  Septem- 
ber, the  Sundays  of  Advent,  the  Ember  days  in 
December,  the  Vigil  of  Christmas,  Christmas 
Day  at  each  of  the  three  masses,  and  the  three 
feasts  which  follow  Christmas. 


A  Plenary  Indulgence  is  gained  by  Eosarians 
who,  repentant,  confessed,  and  communicated, 
shall  pray  for  the  Pope's  Intention  before  the  altar 
of  the  Eosary  Confraternity,  or  if  there  be  no 
Eosary  altar  within  reach,  any  altar,  on  any  of 
the  following  days:  all  the  Eeasts  of  Mysteries  of 
the  Eosary,  e.g.,  Annunciation,  Christmas,  Visita- 
tion, Ascension,  Pentecost,  etc.  Maundy  Thurs- 
day, Exaltation  of  Cross,  Crown  of  Thorns,  on 
every  Sunday  of  Lent,  any  two  Fridays  in  Lent, 
Immaculate  Conception,  Presentation  of  B.  V. 
Mary,  Feast  of  the  Holy  Name  of  Mary. — [This 
Indulgence  can  be  gained  by  those  who  are  not 
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Eosarians  if  the  Communion  and  visit  be  made.] 
—The  third  Sunday  of  April,  the  feast  of  Corpus 
Christi,  the  four  Sundays  and  three  Ember  days 
of  Advent,  on  Christmas  Eve  and  four  succeed- 
ing days,  the  feast  of  the  patron  of  the  church 
where  the  Confraternity  is  established,  Eeast  of 
Circumcision,  Epiphany,  Sunday  after  Epiphany, 
three  Eogation  days,  the  Sunday  within  the  Oo„ 
fcave  of  the  Nativity  of  the  B.  Virgin,  every  day 
within  the  Octave  of  Eosary  Sunday  and  of  Pen- 
tecost, on  the  Feasts  of  all  Saints  of  the  Holy 
Order  of  St.  Dominic. 

EOE  THE  EECITAL  OF  THE  EOSAEY,  RosariailS 

who  recite  the  third  part  of  the  Eosary,  if  re- 
pentant and  confessed,  besides  a  great  number  of 
other  Indulgences,  gain  sixty  thousand  years,  and 
as  many  quarantines  of  indulgence. 

If  recited  in  a  chapel  of  the  Confraternity, 
fifty  years  more. 

If  recited  in  common  with  others,  ten  years  and 
ten  quarantines  more. 

If  the  entire  Eosary  be  recited  at  one  time, 
additional  Indulgences. 

[N.  B. —  Whenever  the  entire  Eosary  is  recited 
at  one  time  by  a  Eosarian  who  has  entered  his 
name  as  an  associate  in  our  Lady's  Guard  of 
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Honor,  i.  e.,  the  Perpetual  Rosary,  a  Plenary 
Indulgence  is  gained,  besides  many  partial  Indul- 
gences.] 

If  the  entire  Eosary  be  recited  in  the  course 
of  the  week,  besides  all  the  other  Indulgences,  there 
can  be  gained  two  years  for  each  third  part,  and 
also  seven  years  and  seven  quarantines. 

If  the  same  be  done  by  a  person  repentant  and 
confessed,  ten  years  and  ten  quarantines  addi- 
tional. 

By  reciting  the  entire  Eosary  on  the  Feast  of 
the  Annunciation,  a  Plenary  Indulgence. 

If  a  Eosarian  uses  beads  to  which  have  been 
imparted  the  Dominican  and  Bridgetine  Indul- 
gences, there  is  gained  an  Indulgence  of  two  hun- 
dred davs  on  each  Pater  and  Ave ;  and  if  one 
third  part  of  the  Eosary  be  said  every  day,  a 
Plenary  Indulgence  can  be  gained  on  any  two 
days  of  the  year  at  choice,  confessing  and  com- 
municating. 

Eosarians  assisting  at  a  Votive  Mass  of  the 
Rosary,  gain  each  time  all  the  Indulgences  at- 
tached to  the  recital  of  the  Eosary. 
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Those  who  say  or  hear  this  mass  once  in  the 
month,  gain  by  Confession  and  Communion  all  the 
Indulgences  granted  to  the  procession  of  the  first 
Sunday  of  the  month. 

Eosarians  assisting  at  the  Salye  Regika  sung 
at  complin  in  the  churches  of  the  Dominicans, 
gain  each  time  one  hundred  days'  Indulgence. 

When  it  be  on  feasts  of  the  B.  Virgin,  of 
the  Apostles,  or  of  any  of  the  Saints  of  the  Holy 
Order  of  St.  Dominic,  three  years  and  three  quar- 
antines additional. 

On  Saturdays,  ordinary  feasts,  and  all  Satur- 
days of  Lent,  forty  days  additional. 

Great  and  numerous  Indulgences  can  be  gained 
by  Rosarians  whenever  they  visit  the  sick,  assist 
devoutly  at  funerals,  are  present  at  the  weekly 
absolution  of  the  dead  in  the  Dominican  churches, 
teach  the  ignorant,  reconcile  quarrels,  pray  for  the 
living  or  the  dead,  convert  a  sinner,  and  practise 
hospitality. 

A  Rosarian  gains  one  hundred  and  forty  days' 
Indulgence,  if  he  induce  another  person  on  any 
occasion  to  say  the  Rosary,  and  still  greater  Indul- 
gences if  he  induce  a  person  to  join  the  Perpetual 
Mosary. 
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An  Indulgence  is  attached  to  kissing  the  white 
scapular. 

Visit  to  Rosary  altar,  on  any  day,  one  hun- 
dred days ;  on  certain  days,  several  Plenary  Indul- 
gences are  gained  by  the  visit.  • 

Every  Eosarian  who,  being  repentant  of  his 
sins,  hears  about  on  Ms  person  the  Holy  Rosary, 
in  honor  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  will  gain 
one  hundred  years  and  as  many  quarantines  every 
day. 


The  Devotion  of  the  Fifteen  Satur- 
days, consists  in  receiving  Holy  Communion  on 
fifteen  consecutive  Saturdays,  in  honor  of  the 
fifteen  mysteries  of  the  Kosary,  successively, 
and  meditating  on  each  Saturday  for  some  time, 
on  the  mystery  in  honor  of  which  the  Holy  Com- 
munion had  been  offered  up.  It  is  usual  also  to 
perform  some  special  penance  or  work  of  mercy 
or  alms  on  the  day,  in  honor  of  the  same,  and  to 
pray  specially  for  the  virtue  taught  by  that  mys- 
tery. Any  of  the  faithful  joining  in  this  devo- 
tion gain  a  Plenary  Indulgence  on  each  Saturday. 
Innumerable  blessings  have  been  obtained  by  this 
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devotion ;  according  to  the  most  authentic  depo- 
sitions, by  it  the  blind  have  recovered  their  sight, 
the  deaf,  the  dumb,  the  paralytic,  the  dropsical, 
the  infirm,  have  been  healed ;  extraordinary  vo- 
cations have  been  obtained  to  the  religious  life, 
unhappy  marriages  have  been  again  blessed  with 
peace  and  hope,  passions  have  been  conquered, 
and  virtues  acquired. 


The  Devotion  of  the  Fifteen  Tuesdays 
resembles  the  preceding ;  it  is  a  devotion  of  fif- 
teen consecutive  Tuesdays  in  honor  of  St.  Dominic, 
and  the  mysteries  of  the  Eosary. 

It  is  but  just  to  honor  the  insti tutor  of  that 
manner  of  prayer,  the  dearest  both  to  our  Lady 
and  to  the  Christian  heart.  Tuesday  is  the  day 
of  the  week  specially  consecrated  to  that  great 
saint,  on  account  of  the  numerous  miracles  which 
God  worked,  in  testimony  of  his  merits,  on  the  day 
of  the  translation  of  his  relics,  which  took  place 
on  a  Tuesday.  The  conditions  are  the  same  as 
for  the  devotion  of  the  fifteen  Saturdays;  an 
Indulgence  is  obtained  each  Tuesday,  and  a  Ple- 
nary Indulgence  on  any  Tuesday  at  choice. 
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Eosarians  are  specially  encouraged  to  approach 
Holy  Communion  on  the  First  Sunday  of  each 
month,  on  all  feasts  of  mysteries  of  the  Eosary, 
and,  when  practicable,  on  the  following  feasts  of 
the  Dominican  Order : 

St.  Eaymond,  the  23d  of  January. 
St.  Catherine  of  Eicci,  the  13th  of  February. 
St.  Thomas  of  Aquin,  the  7th  of  March. 
St.  Vincent  Ferrer,  the  5th  of  April. 
St.  Agnes,  the  20th  of  April. 
St.  Peter,  Martyr,  the  29th  of  April. 
St.  Catherine  of  Sienna,  the  30th  of  April. 
St.  Pius  the  Fifth,  the  5th  of  May. 
St.  Antoninus,  the  10th  of  May. 
St.  J ohn,  the  9th  of  July. 
St.  Dominic,  the  4th  of  August. 
St.  Hyacinth,  the  16th  of  August. 
St.  Eose,  the  30th  of  August. 
St.  Lewis  Bertrand,  the  10th  of  October. 
On  the  feast  of  All-Saints  of  the  Dominican 
Order,  the  9th  of  November. 

Eosarians  travelling,  or  at  service,  unable  to 
assist  at  the  procession  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month,  also  Eeligious  in  enclosure,  gain  the  In- 
dulgences by  saying  the  entire  Eosary.    The  third 
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part  suffices  for  those  who  are  sick,  or  unable, 
through  other  causes,  to  say  the  whole  Kosary. 
In  either  case,  Confession  is  necessary,  or  at  least 
the  intention  of  confessing  at  the  first  convenient 
opportunity.  The  same  persons  can  similarly  gain 
the  Plenary  Indulgence  granted  to  the  visit  of  the 
Eosary  chapel  on  the  feasts  specified. 

Eosarianswho  are  sick,  also  Eeligious  living  in 
enclosure,  can  gain  the  Plenary  Indulgence  of  the 
Communion  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  month,  as 
well  as  all  the  Indulgences  of  the  procession,  by 
reciting  the  entire  Eosary  before  any  pious  image. 

The  sick,  also  Eeligious  in  enclosure,  can  simi- 
larly gain  the  different  partial  Indulgences. 

In  the  hour  of  death,  Eosarians  who  have  said 
their  weekly  Eosary  gain  a  Plenary  Indulgence  by 
receiving  from  the  priest  the  absolution  of  the 
Eosary. 

By  receiving  the  sacrament  of  Penance  and 
the  Holy  Eucharist,  another  Plenary  Indul- 
gence. 

By  holding  in  the  hand,  or  having  close  by,  the 
blessed  candle  of  the  Eosary,  another  Plenary  In- 
dulgence. 

By  invoking  the  Holy  Name  of  Jesus,  another 
Plenary  Indulgence. 
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By  reciting  the  "  Salve,"  after  having  made  the 
profession  of  faith,  another  Plenary  Indulgence. 

1ST.  B. — The  S.  Congregation  of  Indulgences 
has  declared,  19th  May,  1841,  that  several  Plenary 
Indulgences  can  be  gained  on  the  same  day, 
although  for  each  of  them  Communion  is  pre- 
scribed, provided  the  other  conditions  are  complied 
with  on  the  day  of  receiving  Communion. 

The  altar  of  the  Rosary  Confraternity  is  "  priv- 
ileged "  for  every  priest  of  the  "first  and  third 
Order  of  St.  Dominic,  and  for  every  priest  who 
is  a  Eosarian,  when  he  celebrates  mass  for  a 
deceased  Eosarian. 

All  the  altars  in  Dominican  churches  are  priv- 
ileged altars  for  priests  of  the  first  and  third  Or- 
ders of  St.  Dominic. 
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NOTICE. 

To  become  a  member  of  the  Eosary  Confra- 
ternity, and  to  enjoy  its  benefits,  three  things 
are  necessary — 

1st.  To  have  one's  name  entered  in  the  regis- 
try of  the  Eosary  by  a  priest  empowered  to  enter 
it  where  the  Society  is  canonically  erected. 

2d.  To  have  the  beads  blessed  by  a  priest  who 
has  received  the  power  from  the  general  or  pro- 
vincial of  the  Dominicans  to  give  the  Dominican 
Indulgence. 

3d.  To  say  the  entire  Eosary,  fifteen  Myste- 
ries, once  a  week,  meditating  on  the  Mysteries 
either  before  saying  the  Hail  Marys  or  whilst 
saying  them. 

Memorial  of  Reception  as  a  Rosarian. 

I  was  admitted  into  the  Confraternity  of  the 

Most  Holy  Eosary  by  the  Eev.  Father  

on  the  

Signed  

[Eosarian.] 

N.  B. — This  memorial  is  not  signed  by  the 
priest  (who  has  already  entered  the  person's 
name  in  his  own  registry),  but  only  by  the  Eosa- 
rian admitted,  as  a  personal  record  for  his  own 
memory  of  the  date. 
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FIRST  JOYFUL  MYSTEKY. 
The  Annunciation. 


Let  us  contemplate  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
Angel  Gabriel  saluted  our  Blessed  Lady  with  the 
title,  "Full  of  Grace/'  and  declared  unto  her  the 
Incarnation  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Ayes.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  Holy  Mary,  Queen  of  Virgins  ;  through  the 
most  high  Mystery  of  the  Incarnation  of  thy  be- 
loved Son,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  wherein  our 
salvation  was  begun,  obtain  for  us,  through  thy 
most  holy  intercession,  light  to  understand  the 
greatness  of  the  benefit  He  hath  bestowed  upon 
us,  in  vouchsafing  to  become  our  Brother,  and 
giving  thee,  His  own  beloved  Mother,  to  be  our 
Mother  also.  Amen. 


POINTS  OF  MEDITATION. 


67 


The  Angelical  Salutation. 

1.  The  most  Holy  Trinity  consents  to  the  In- 
carnation of  Jesus  Christ. 

2.  Mary  is  chosen  to  be  the  Mother  of  the  In- 
carnate Word. 

3.  The  Angel  Gabriel  announces  that  happiness 
to  Mary. 

4.  Mary  prays  in  her  holy  solitude. 

5.  The  Angel  salutes  her,  saying,  "  Hail  Mary, 
full  of  grace,  the  Lord  is  with  thee." 

6.  Mary  is  troubled  at  the  sight  and  speech  of 
the  Angel. 

7.  The  Angel  says,  "  Fear  not,  Mary,  thou  shalt 
conceive  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

8.  Mary  answers,  (i  Behold  the  handmaid  of  the 
Lord ;  be  it  done  unto  me  according  to  thy  word/' 

9.  The  Holy  Ghost  overshadows  her. 

10.  And  the  Word  was  made  Flesh,  and  dwelt 
among  us. 


Virtue — Humility. 

Humble  yourself  frequently  by  considering 
your  nothingness,  your  sins  and  miseries.  Be 
willing  that  others  despise  you.  Patiently  bear 
with  any  contempt  you  may  meet  with. 

Aspiration. 

"  To  thee,  0  Lord,  be  glory  and  honor— to  m 
shame  and  confusion." 


SECOND  JOYFUL  MYSTERY. 
The  Visitation. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  understanding  from  the 
angel  that  her  cousin,  St.  Elizabeth,  had  con- 
ceived, went  with  haste  into  the  mountains  of 
Judea  to  visit  her,  bearing  her  Divine  Son  within 
her  womb,  and  remained  with  her  three  months. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Aves.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  Holy  Virgin,  most  spotless  mirror  of  humil- 
ity ;  by  that  exceeding  charity  which  moved  thee 
to  visit  thy  holy  cousin,  St.  Elizabeth,  obtain 
for  us,  through  thy  intercession,  that  our  hearts 
being  visited  by  thy  Divine  Son,  and  freed  from 
all  sin,  we  may  praise  and  give  thanks  to  Him 
forever.  Amen, 
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The  Visitation. 

1.  Mary,  with  great  humility  and  charity,  goes 
to  visit  her  cousin,  St.  Elizabeth. 

2.  Mary,  guided  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  accom- 
panied by  the  holy  angels. 

3.  Mary  crosses  the  mountains  in  haste. 

4.  Mary  is  received  with  great  joy  by  her  cousin, 
St.  Elizabeth. 

5.  St.  J ohn  is  sanctified  in  his  mother's  womb. 

6.  St.  Elizabeth  says,  "  Blessed  is  the  Fruit  of 
thy  womb." 

7.  Mary  replies,  "  My  soul  doth  magnify  the 
Lord."  > 

8.  Elizabeth  exclaims,  "  Whence  is  this  to  me, 
that  the  mother  of  my  Lord  should  come  to  visit 
me  ?" 

9.  The  house  of  Zach arias  supremely  blessed 
by  the  visits  of  Jesus  and  Mary. 

10.  Mary  serves  her  cousin  in  all  humble  offices 
for  the  space  of  three  months. 


Virtue — Charity. 

Be  particularly  careful  not  to  say  nor  listen 
to  anything  against  your  neighbor's  character. 
Let  no  day  pass  without  showing  him  your 
charity  by  some  little  service. 

Aspiration. 

"  0  Lord,  enkindle  in  our  hearts  the  fire  of 
thy  charity." 


THIRD  JOYFUL  MYSTERY. 
The  Nativity. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  when  the  time  of  her  deliv- 
ery was  come,  brought  forth  our  Redeemer,  Je- 
sus Christ,  at  midnight,  and  laid  Him  in  a  man- 
ger, because  there  was  no  room  for  Him  in  the 
inns  at  Bethlehem. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Aves.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  most  pure  Mother  of  God ;  through  thy 
Virginal  and  most  joyful  delivery,  whereby  thou 
gavest  to  the  world  thy  only  Son,  our  Saviour,  we 
beseech  thee  obtain  for  us,  through  thy  interces- 
sion, the  grace  to  lead  such  pure  and  holy  lives  in 
this  world,  that  we  may  become  worthy  to  sing, 
without  ceasing,  the  mercies  of  thy  Son,  and  His 
benefits  to  us,  by  thee.  Amen. 
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The  Birth  of  Jesus  Cheist. 

1.  Mary  gives  birth  to  a  Child,  and  remains  a 
Virgin. 

2.  Mary  gives  birth  to  Jesus,  and  wraps  Him  in 
swaddling-clothes. 

3.  Mary  contemplates  Jesus  with  love  and 
astonishment. 

4.  Mary  embraces  Jesus,  and  presses  Him  to 
her  heai't. 

5.  Mary  feeds  Jesus  with  her  Virginal  Milk. 

6.  Mary  lays  Jesus  in  a  manger  that  Joseph 
had  prepared. 

7.  Jesus  lies  in  a  manger  between  an  ox  and 
an  ass. 

8.  The  angels  sing,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  high- 
est, on  earth  peace  to  men  of  good-will." 

9.  The  shepherds  come  to  visit  the  Child  Jesus. 

10.  The  Magi  come  to  adore  the  Holy  Child, 
and  offer  Him  presents. 


Virtue — Poverty. 

Every  day  visit  the  Blessed  Sacrament  for  five 
minutes,  as  another  Bethlehem,  and  there  disen- 
gage your  heart  from  family,  friends,  goods,  etc. 

Aspiration. 

"What  have  I  in  heaven  or  on  earth  but  thee, 
my  God?" 


FOURTH  JOYFUL  MYSTERY. 
Tiie  Presentation. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  on  the  day  of  her  purifica- 
tion, presented  the  Child  Jesus  in  the  Temple, 
where  holy  Simeon,  giving  thanks  to  God,  with 
great  devotion  received  Him  into  his  arms. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Aves.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  Holy  Virgin,  most  admirable  mistress  and 
pattern  of  obedience,  who  didst  present  the  Lord 
of  the  Temple  in  the  Temple  of  God :  obtain  for 
us,  of  thy  Blessed  Son,  that,  with  holy  Simeon 
and  devout  Anna,  we  may  praise  and  glorify  Him 
forever.  Amen. 
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The  Presentation. 

1.  Mary  goes  to  the  Temple  to  offer  her  Holy 
Child. 

2.  Jesus  and  Mary  submit  to  the  law. 

3.  The  way  from  Nazareth  to  Jerusalem  is  long 
and  difficult. 

4.  Mary  carries  the  Child  Jesus  in  her  arms. 

5.  Mary  continues  her  journey,  pondering  all 
these  things  in  her  heart. 

6.  Mary  offers  Jesus  in  the  Temple. 

7.  Mary  redeems  Jesus  at  the  ransom  appointed 
for  the  poor. 

8.  Anna  rejoices  to  see  her  prophecy  fulfilled. 

9.  The  holy  old  man,  Simeon,  embraces  Jesus 
with  joy. 

10.  Simeon  says,  "  Lord,  now  lettest  Thou  Thy 
servant  depart  in  peace/' 


Virtue — Obedience  to  Faith. 

Never  do  or  say  anything  through  human  re- 
spect, or  to  please  yourself.  Whether  you  eat  or 
drink,  or  whatever  else  you  do,  let  all  tend  to  the 
greater  glory  of  God. 

Aspiration. 

"  To  the  King  of  Ages,  immortal  and  invisible, 
be  all  honor  and  glory/' 


FIFTH  JOYFUL  MYSTERY. 


The  Finding  in  the  Temple. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  after  having  lost  (through 
no  fault  of  hers)  her  beloved  Son  in  Jerusalem, 
sought  Him  for  the  space  of  three  days ;  and  at 
length  found  Him  in  the  Temple,  sitting  in  the 
midst  of  the  doctors,  hearing  them,  and  asking 
them  questions,  being  of  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

One  Pater.  Ten  Aves.  One  Gloria, 

Let  us  pray. 

0  most  Blessed  Virgin,  more  than  Martyr  in 
thy  sufferings,  and  yet  the  comfort  of  such  as  are 
afflicted ;  by  that  unspeakable  joy,  wherewith 
thy  soul  wras  filled,  when  at  length  thou  didst 
find  thy  well-beloved  Son  in  the  Temple,  teach- 
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ing  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors ;  obtain  of  Him 
that  we  may  so  seek  Him  and  find  Him  in  His 
Holy  Catholic  Church  as  never  more  to  be  sep- 
arated from  Him.  Amen.  "  Hail,  Holy  Queen/' 
etc.,  with  V.  E.  and  prayer. 


Mary  finds  Jesus  in  the  Temple. 

1.  Mary  has  lost  her  Beloved  Child. 

2.  Mary  is  deprived  of  her  only  treasure. 

3.  Mary  seeks  Him  with  anxiety. 

4.  Mary  seeks  Jesus  in  the  streets  and  roads. 

5.  Mary  finds  Jesus  again  after  three  days. 

6.  Mary  finds  Jesus  in  the  Temple. 

7.  Jesus,  twelve  years  old,  teaches  the  doctors. 

8.  Mary  says,  "Son,  why  hast  Thou  made  us 
sorrowful  ?  " 

9.  Jesus  returns  with  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  is 
obedient  unto  them. 

10.  Mary  preserves  in  her  heart  the  sayings  of 
J  esus. 


Virtue — Union  with  God. 

Obey  your  parents  and  confessor,  and  other 
superiors,  exactly.  Be  docile  to  good  advice,  and 
pliant  to  the  will  of  others. 

Aspiration. 

"  Jesus,  most  obedient,  deliver  us  from  all  self- 
will/' 


FIRST  SORROWFUL  MYSTERY. 
The  Agony  m  the  Garden. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  our 
Lord  Jesus  was  so  afflicted  for  us  in  the  garden 
of  Gethsemane,  that  His  Body  was  bathed  in  a 
Bloody  Sweat,  which  ran  down  in  great  drops  to 
the  ground. 

One  Pater.  Ten  Aves.  One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  most  Holy  Virgin,  more  than  Martyr;  by 
that  ardent  prayer  which  our  beloved  Saviour 
poured  forth  to  His  Heavenly  Father  in  the  gar- 
den, vouchsafe  to  intercede  for  us,  that,  our  pas- 
sions being  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  reason, 
we  may  always,  and  in  all  things,  conform  and 
subject  ourselves  to  the  holy  will  of  God.  Amen. 
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The  Prayek  and  Bloody  Sweat  of  our 
Blessed  Saviour  in  the  Garden. 

1.  Jesus  goes  into  the  Garden  of  Olives. 

2.  Jesus  prays,  lying  prostrate  on  the  ground. 

3.  Jesus  perseveres  in  His  prayer. 

4.  Jesus  is  sorrowful,  even  unto  death. 

5.  Jesus  is  bathed  in  a  Sweat  of  Blood. 

6.  Jesus  submits  His  will  to  His  Heavenly 
Father. 

7.  Jesus  warns  His  disciples  to  watch  and  pray. 

8.  Jesus  betrayed  by  Judas. 

9.  Jesus  is  seized  by  His  own  creatures. 

10.  Jesus  cruelly  bound,  and  dragged  from  one 
judge  to  another. 


Virtue — Fidelity  to  Prayer. 

Eeceive  every  annoyance  and  affliction  as  com- 
ing from  the  hand  of  God.  Keep  yourself  re- 
signed to  his  good  pleasure  in  all  things. 

Aspiration. 
"  Lord,  not  my  will  but  thine  be  done." 


SECOND  SOEEOWFUL  MYSTEEY. 
The  Scoukgln"g. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  most  cruelly  scourged  in 
Pilate's  house,  the  number  of  stripes  they  gave 
Him  being  about  five  thousand. 

One  Pater.  Ten  Aves.   One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  Mother  of  God,  overflowing  fountain  of  pa- 
tience ;  through  those  stripes  thy  only  and  much- 
beloved  Son  vouchsafed  to  suffer  for  us,  obtain  of 
Him  for  us  grace  to  mortify  our  rebellious  senses, 
to  avoid  the  occasion  of  sin,  and  to  be  ready  to 
suffer  everything  rather  than  offend  God.  Amen. 
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The  Scourging  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1.  Jesus  is  delivered  to  be  scourged. 

2.  Jesus  is  falsely  accused. 

3.  Jesus  is  stripped  of  His  clothes. 

4.  Jesus  is  naked  in  the  hands  of  His  execu- 
tioners. 

5.  Jesus  is  fastened  to  a  pillar. 

6.  Jesus  is  lashed  with  scourges. 

7.  Jesus  is  bruised  with  clubs. 

8.  The  flesh  of  Jesus  is  torn  with  points  of  lead. 

9.  The  Blood  of  Jesus  flows  down  to  the  ground. 
10.  They  unfasten  Jesus;  He  clothes  Himself 

again. 


Virtue — Spirit  of  Penance. 

Mortify  your  curiosity  and  contradict  your  own 
will  daily.  Deny  yourself  occasionally  something 
at  meals. 

Aspiration. 

"Jesus  of  Nazareth,  King  of  the  Jews,  make 
me  truly  mortified." 


TRIED  SORROWFUL  MYSTERY. 
The  Crowning  with  Thorns. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  those 
cruel  ministers  of  Satan  plaited  a  crown  of  sharp 
thorns,  and  cruelly  pressed  it  on  the  Sacred  Head 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Aves.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

O  Mother  of  our  Eternal  Prince,  the  King  of 
Glory;  by  those  sharp  thorns  wherewith  His 
Sacred  Head  was  pierced,  we  beseech  thee  obtain, 
through  thy  intercession,  that  we  may  be  delivered 
from  all  motions  of  pride,  and  escape  that  shame 
which  our  sins  deserve  at  the  day  of  Judgment. 
Amen. 
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The  Crowning  with  Thorns. 

1.  Jesus  brought  forth  to  be  crowned  with 
thorns. 

2.  They  prepare  a  crown  of  thorns  for  Jesus. 

3.  They  force  the  crown  of  thorns  upon  the 
Head  of  Jesus. 

4.  The  Head  of  Jesus  is  pierced  on  every  side. 

5.  The  Blood  flows  from  the  Head  of  Jesus. 

6.  The  Forehead  of  J esus  is  covered  with  Blood. 

7.  The  Eyes  of  Jesus  are  bathed  in  Tears. 

8.  The  Lips  of  Jesus  are  pale  as  death. 

9.  Jesus  is  clothed  in  a  purple  garment, 
through  derision. 

10.  Jesus  is  cruelly  mocked  and  derided :  "  Be- 
hold the  Man! " 


Virtue— Love  of  Humiliation. 

If  assailed  by  impatience,  restrain  it  instantly. 
Daily  produce  three  acts  of  mildness  and  patience. 

Aspiration. 

"  Lord,  your  thorns  are  my  roses,  and  your  suf- 
ferings my  Paradise." 

6 


FOUKTH  SORROWFUL  MYSTERY. 
Carrying  the  Cross. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  being  sentenced  to  die,  bore 
with  the  most  amazing  patience,  the  Cross  which 
was  laid  upon  Him  for  His  greater  torment  and 
ignominy. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Aves.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  Holy  Virgin,  example  of  patience ;  by  the 
most  painful  carrying  of  the  Cross,  in  which  thy 
Son,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  bore  the  heavy 
weight  of  our  sins,  obtain  for  us  of  Him,  through 
thine  intercession,  courage  and  strength  to  fol- 
low His  steps,  and  bear  our  cross  after  Him  to 
the  end  of  our  lives.  Amen. 
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Jesus  Carrying  His  Cross. 

1.  Jesus  condemned  to  be  crucified. 

2.  Jesus  lovingly  embraces  His  cross. 

3.  Jesus  carries  His  cross  on  His  torn  and 
wounded  Shoulders. 

4.  Jesus  falls  under  the  weight  of  His  cross  for 
our  sins. 

5.  Jesus,  again  loaded  with  His  cross,  meets 
His  sorrowful  Mother. 

6.  Jesus  leaves  the  impression  of  His  Sacred 
Countenance  on  the  veil  of  St.  Veronica. 

7.  Jesus  says,  "  If  these  things  are  done  in  the 
green  wood,  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry  ?  " 

8.  None  can  be  found  willing  to  carry  the  cross 
for  Jesus. 

9.  J esus  loaded  with  His  cross,  falls  at  the  foot 
of  Calvary. 

"10.  Jesus,  again  loaded  with  His  cross,  ascends 
the  hill  of  Calvarv. 


Virtue — Good  Use  of  Sufferings. 

Fly  all  occasions  dangerous  to  holy  purity. 
Guard  your  senses,  and  restrain  every  idea  ever  so 
remotely  hurtful  to  it. 

Aspiration. 

"Jesus,  Lover  of  Chastity,  have  mercy  on  us." 


FIFTH  SORROWFUL  MYSTERY. 
The  Crucifixion. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  being  come  to  Mount  Calvary, 
was  stripped  of  His  clothes,  and  His  Hands  and 
Feet  nailed  to  the  Cross,  in  the  presence  of  His 
most  afflicted  Mother. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Ayes.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray.  _ 

0  Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God ;  as  the  Body  of 
thy  beloved  Son  was  for  us  stretched  upon  the 
Cross,  so  may  we  offer  up  our  souls  and  bodies  to 
be  crucified  with  Him,  and  our  hearts  to  be 
pierced  with  grief  at  His  most  bitter  Passion ; 
and  thou,  0  most  sorrowful  Mother,  graciously 
vouchsafe  to  help  us,  by  thy  all-powerful  inter- 
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cession,  to  accomplish  the  work  of  our  salvation. 
Amen.  "  Hail  Holy  Queen,"  etc.,  with  f  .  and, 
prayer. 


Jesus  Crucified. 

1.  Jesus  is  cruelly  stretched  upon  the  cross. 

2.  His  sacred  Hands  and  Feet  are  pierced 
through  with  nails. 

3.  Jesus  is  raised  upon  the  cross,  and  His  Blood 
flows  in  streams  from  all  His  Wounds.  ' 

4.  Jesus  prays  for  His  enemies. 

5.  Jesus  promises  paradise  to  the  penitent  thief. 

6.  Jesus  recommends  St.  John  to  His  holy 
Mother. 

7.  Jesus  in  His  thirst  is  offered  vinegar  and  gall. 

8.  J esus  cries  out,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
Thou  forsaken  Me  ?" 

9.  Jesus  says,  "  It  is  finished ! " 

10.  Jesus  gives  up  His  Spirit  into  the  hands 
of  God  His  Father. 


VlKTUE — PARDOKIKG  OF  CEIMES. 

Every  day  at  noon  represent  to  yourself  our 
Lord  crucified,  and  reflecting  that  your  sins  are 
the  cause  of  His  sufferings,  declare  your  sorrow, 
and  promise  never  to  offend  him  more. 

Aspiration. 
"  0  God,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner," 


FIEST  GLOBIOUS  MYSTEKY. 
The  Kesukkectiok. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  triumphing  gloriously  oyer 
death,  rose  again  the  third  day,  immortal  and 
impassible. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Ayes.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  glorious  Virgin  Mary  ;  by  that  unspeakable 
joy  thou  didst  receive  in  the  resurrection  of  thy 
Divine  Son,  we  beseech  thee  obtain  for  us  of  Him, 
that  our  hearts  may  never  go  astray  after  the  false 
joys  of  this  world,  but  may  be  forever  wholly 
employed  in  the  pursuit  of  the  only  true  and 
solid  joys  of  heaven.  Amen. 


POINTS  OF  MEDITATION. 


8? 


The  Kesurrectiok  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1.  Jesus  rises  again  the  third  day  from  the 
dead. 

2.  Jesus  conquers  death  and  hell. 

3.  Jesus  consoles  and  delivers  the  Holy  Fathers. 

4.  Jesus  rises  gloriously. 

5.  Jesus  rejoices  His  Holy  Mother. 

6.  Jesus  appears  to  Mary  Magdalene. 

7.  Jesus  appears  to  Peter,  and  blesses  him. 

8.,  The  disciples  at  Emmaus  say,  "  Did  not  our 
hearts  burn  within  us,  when  He  spoke  to  us  ?" 

9.  Jesus  appears  in  the  midst  of  His  disciples, 
and  gives  them  His  Peace. 

10.  Jesus  shows  His  Wounds  to  St.  Thomas. 


Virtue — Live  by  Faith. 

Reflect  daily  for  five  minutes  on  death  and  on 
the  nothingness  of  all  that  passes  with  time.  Act 
in  all  things  like  one  convinced  that  nothing  is 
truly  great  but  what  is  eternal. 

Aspiration. 


Lord  and  mv  God." 


SECOND  GLOEIOUS  MYSTERY. 
The  Ascension. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  forty  days  after  His  resurrec- 
tion, ascended  into  heaven,  attended  by  angels, 
in  the  sight,  and  to  the  great  admiration,  of  His 
most  Holy  Mother  and  His  holy  Apostles  and 
disciples. 

One  Pater.  Ten  Aves.  One  Gloria. 


Let  us  pray. 

O  Mother  of  God,  comforter  of  the  afflicted ; 
as  thy  beloved  Son,  when  He  ascended  into 
heaven,  lifted  up  His  Hands  and  blessed  His 
Apostles, as  He  was  parted  from  them;  so  vouch- 
safe, most  Holy  Mother,  to  lift  up  thy  pure  hands 
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to  Him  on  our  behalf,  that  we  may  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  His  blessings,  and  of  thine,  here  on 
earth,  and  hereafter  in  heaven.  Amen. 


The  Ascension  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1.  The  Ascension  of  Jesus  Christ. 

2.  Jesus  ascends  into  heaven,  by  virtue  of  His 
own  power. 

3.  Jesus  quits  His  beloved  disciples. 

4.  Jesus  promises  to  remain  with  them  forever. 

5.  Jesus  promises  them  the  Holy  Ghost. 

6.  As  Jesus  ascends,  He  blesses  His  disciples. 

7.  Jesus  opens  heaven  for  us. 

8.  Jesus  is  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  God  His 
Father. 

9.  Jesus  displays  His  five  Wounds,  on  our  be- 
half, to  His  Heavenly  Father. 

10.  Jesus  is  our  Mediator  in  heaven. 


Virtue — Christian  Hope. 

Entertain  for  God  the  sentiments  of  a  child  to- 
wards his  parent,  the  sweetest  hope  and  confidence, 
and  with  this  feeling  often  raise  your  mind  to 
Him  in  heaven. 

Aspiration. 

"  In  thee,  0  Lord,  have  I  hoped — let  me  never 
be  confounded." 


THIRD  GLORIOUS  MYSTERY. 
Descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  being  seated  on  the  right  hand 
of  God,  sent,  as  He  had  promised,  the  Holy  Ghost 
upon  His  Apostles,  who,  after  He  was  ascended, 
returning  to  Jerusalem,  continned  in  prayer  and 
supplication  with  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  ex- 
pecting the  performance  of  His  promise. 

One  Pater.    Ten  Aves.    One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  sacred  Virgin,  Tabernacle  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
we  beseech  thee  obtain,  by  thy  intercession,  that 
this  most  sweet  Comforter,  whom  thy  beloved 
Son  sent  down  upon  His  Apostles,  filling  them 
thereby  with  spiritual  joy,  may  teach  us  in  this 
world  the  true  wray  of  salvation,  and  make  us  to 
walk  in  the  way  of  virtue  and  good  works.  Amen. 
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The  Holy  Ghost  descends  upon  the  Blessed 
vlkgin  and  the  apostles. 

1  Jesus  sends  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  Jesus  sends  the  Comforter. 

3.  Jesus  sends  fire  upon  the  earth. 

4.  The  Holy  Ghost  inflames  all  hearts  with 
His  love. 

5.  The  Holy  Ghost  enlightens  their  minds. 

6.  The  Holy  Ghost  strengthens  their  hearts. 

7.  The  Holy  Ghost  gives  the  gift  of  tongues. 

8.  The  Holy  Ghost  distributes  His  gifts. 

9.  Come,  0  Holy  Ghost,  and  visit  the  hearts 
of  Thy  faithful. 

10.  Come,  Holy  Ghost,  enlighten  our  hearts 
with  the  fire  of  Thy  divine  love. 


Virtue — Zeal  eor  saving  Souls. 

Instruct  some  ignorant  person,  or  offer  daily, 
for  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  propagation  of 
the  Faith,  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass. 

Aspiration. 

"  Send  forth  Thy  Spirit,  0  Lord,  and  they 
shall  be  created,  and  Thou  wilt  renew- the  face  of 
the  earth." 


FOURTH  GLORIOUS  MYSTERY. 
The  Assumption. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
glorious  Virgin,  twelve  years  after  the  resurrec- 
tion of  her  Son,  passed  out  of  this  world  unto 
Him,  and  was  by  Him  assumed  into  heaven,  ac- 
companied by  the  holy  angels. 

One  Pater.  Ten  Ayes.  One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  most  prudent  Virgin,  who,  entering  the 
heavenly  palaces,  didst  fill  the  angels  with  joy, 
and  man  with  hope ;  vouchsafe  to  intercede  for 
us  at  the  hour  of  our  death,  that  being  delivered 
from  the  illusions  and  temptations  of  the  devil, 
we  may  joyfully  and  securely  pass  out  of  this 
temporal  sta  e,  to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  eternal 
life.  Amen. 
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The  Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin. 

1.  Mary  is  assumed  into  heayen. 

2.  God  the  Father  receives  His  well-beloved 
Daughter. 

3.  Jesus  receives  His  Holy  Mother. 

4.  The  Holy  Ghost  receives  His  beloved  Spouse. 

5.  The  Seraphim  salute  Mary. 

6.  The  Angels  serve  Mary. 

7.  Mary  rejoices  all  the  heavens. 

8.  Mary  is  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  Jesus. 

9.  Mary  is  our  advocate  in  heaven. 

10.  Mary  is  our  mediatrix  in  heaven. 


Virtue — Union  with  God. 

Frequently  call  to  mind  the  Holy  Presence  of 
God.  Do  so  at  least  before  your  principal  ac- 
tions. When  tempted  to  sin,  remember  that  God 
beholds  you. 

Aspiration. 

"In  Thee,  from  Thee,  and  by  Thee,  are  all 
things,  0  Lord." 


FIFTH  GLORIOUS  MYSTERY. 
The  Coronation. 


Let  us  contemplate,  in  this  Mystery,  how  the 
glorious  Virgin  Mary  was,  to  the  great  jubilee  and 
exultation  of  the  whole  court  of  heaven,  and  par- 
ticular glory  of  all  the  Saints,  crowned  by  her  Son 
with  the  brightest  diadem  of  glory. 

One  Pater.  Ten  Aves.  One  Gloria. 

Let  us  pray. 

0  glorious  Queen  of  all  the  heavenly  host ;  we 
beseech  thee  accept  this  Rosary,  which,  as  a  crown 
of  roses,  we  offer  at  thy  feet;  and  grant,  most 
gracious  Lady,  that,  by  thy  intercession,  our  souls 
may  be  inflamed  with  so  ardent  a  desire  of  seeing 
thee  so  gloriously  crowned,  that  it  may  never  die 
within  us,  until  it  shall  be  changed  into  the 
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happy  fruition  of  thy  blessed  sight.  Amen.  Hail 
Holy  Queen/'  etc.,  with  V.  E.  and  prayer. 


The  Crowning  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary 

1.  Mary  gloriously  crowned  in  heaven. 

2.  Mary  crowned  through  her  seraphic  love. 

3.  Mary  crowned  through  her  angelic  purity. 

4.  Mary  crowned  through  her  profound  humil- 
ity. 

5.  Mary  crowned  through  her  perfect  obedi- 
ence. 

6.  Mary  crowned  through  her  holy  prudence. 

7.  Mary  crowned  through  her  admirable  pa- 
tience. 

8.  Mary  crowned  through  her  ardent  gratitude. 

9.  Mary  crowned  through  her  holy  persever- 
ance. 

10.  Mary  crowned  in  heaven,  above  all  Saints 
and  Angels,  with  the  honor  due  to  the  Mother  of 
God. 


Virtue — Confidence  in  Mary. 

Entertain  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  power 
and  goodness  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  but  recollect 
at  the  same  time  that  no  one  shall  enjoy  the  favor 
of  her  protection  who  does  not  endeavor  to  imi- 
tate her  virtues,  particularly  her  love  of  God. 

Aspiration. 

"  0  Mary,  my  Hope,  I  expect  all  good  through 
you." 
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